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NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER:  

 In preparation of this newsletter, every effort has 

been made to offer the most current, correct, and 

clearly expressed information possible. Neverthe-

less, inadvertent errors in information may occur. 

In particular but without limiting anything here, the 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (FSST) and its em-

ployees disclaim any responsibility for typograph-

ical errors and accuracy of the information that 

may be contained in the Flandreau Santee Sioux 

Tribe's Newsletter. The FSST also reserves the 

right to make changes at any time without notice.  

 The information in this newsletter have been com-

piled by the FSST Newsletter staff from a variety of 

sources, and are subject to change without notice. 

The FSST makes no warranties or representations 

whatsoever regarding the quality, content, com-

pleteness, or adequacy of such information and 

data. In any situation where the official printed 

publications of the FSST differ from the text con-

tained in this newsletter, the official printed docu-

ments take precedence.  

 If inaccurate or otherwise inappropriate infor-

mation is brought to our attention, a reasonable 

effort will be made to print a correction in the next 

month newsletter. We reserve the right to omit 

submissions if it is felt that the content or subject 

matter is inappropriate. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES: 

 All information submitted for newsletter must be 

received 5 (five) working days before the 15 of 

each month.  We cannot guarantee inclusion of 

any submissions after that date in that month's 

newsletter. Submissions must be made in typewrit-

ten (or computer generated) format. They can be 

submitted directly to Marcie Walker in hardcopy, 

on disk or via email at:  

marcie.walker@fsst.org 

 The FSST reserves the right to edit submis-

sion for content and clarity when appropriate.  Addi-

tionally, submissions not of a time sensitive nature 

may be delayed for next month newsletter 

Date:  September 17-19, 2021 

Location:  Dakota Wokisuye Makoce (Land of Memories Park), 

Mankato, MN 

Grand Entries:  

Friday at 7:00 PM 

Saturday at 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM 

Sunday at 1:00 PM 

Spiritual Advisor: Ray Owen 

Emcees: Jerry Dearly and Bill Taylor 

Arena Director: Londel Seaboy, Sisseton, SD 

Host Drums: 

Mazakute Singers, Santee, NE 

Big Stone Singers, Sisseton, SD 

Cost: 

General Admission $7.00 for the entire weekend 

All must pay with the exception of the following: 

Children 12 and under: Free 

Seniors 60 and older: Free 

Moccasin Game Coordinator: Wambdi Gill 

 

Directions to Land of Memories Park 

Coming from 169 heading south into Mankato: Cross over the 

Blue Earth River on 169/60 and proceed down the short incline. 

There is a sign on the right side of the road saying Land of Memo-

ries Campground with an arrow pointing to the right. Get in the right 

hand turn lane and turn right. Then take the first left. You will go up 

a small hill, over some railroad tracks and into the campground. 

 

Coming from 169 heading north into Mankato: Entering Manka-

to from the southwest on 169/60 you need to go past the Highway 

68 turnoff and continue on 169/60 down the hill for about half of a 

mile. You will see a sign for Land of Memories in the median with 

an arrow pointing left. There is a left hand turn lane at the bottom of 

the hill. After you make this turn take the first left, go up a small hill, 

over the railroad tracks and into the campground 

mailto:carol.robertson@fsst.org


Dry summer impacts river levels 

The river flow at the Highway 32 bridge on the west edge of Flandreau, is a good example of what the flow is 
in the Big Sioux River after a dry summer. The flowing portion doesn’t even cover half of the full riverbed. 
People ask what impact removing the dam on the river at Flandreau would have. Imagine a similar flow 
through the park as seen at the Highway 32 bridge now. The only reason water levels are maintained 
throughout the park are because of water levels the impoundment at the dam provides.  The views and 
beauty throughout the park would change dramatically if the dam was ever dismantled.       



Parents concerned about pride flag in Flandreau classroom 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (Dakota News Now) - Some parents in Flandreau are concerned 
about a pride flag hung up in one of its school’s classrooms. 

Those parents voiced their concerns at a school board meeting held Monday even-
ing. However, it was met with opposition from others in the community. Dozens 
showed up at that meeting to let their opinion be heard on what symbols should or 
shouldn’t be allowed in the classroom. 

The whole thing stems from an incident outlined by parents in a letter sent to the 
Flandreau School Board. 

That letter reads that a student made a comment about a pride flag hanging in an 
adjoining classroom. The parent claims the next day that boy was pulled out of 
class and told his remarks needed to be kept quiet. 



The parents argue equal merit should be given to all opinions in the classroom, 
and that if there are opposing views they should be discussed, not dismissed. 

Dustin Headrick, a Flandreau resident, is one of more than 50 parents who 
showed their support for this sentient by signing that letter, along with a request 
for an open forum. 

“I feel like teachers should be in the classroom to teach our students how to 
think, not what to think,” Headrick said. 

Headrick has several children still in the public school system, he says the issue 
isn’t about what the flag stands for, but instead the idea that teachers are forc-
ing their own personal views on students. 

“To be honest with you, I love everything that flag represents,” Headrick said. “It’s 
less about hateful rhetoric, as it is leaving morals and politics to the parents.” 

Others disagree. 

“(The pride flag) has a right to be there, it legally has a right to be there,” Tracey 
Heinemann, another Flandreau resident, said. “It’s diversity, inclusion, every one of 
those colors means something.” 

Heinemann and her husband’s kids went to school in Flandreau, they want the class-
room to be a place where all students feel safe. 

“After seeing (Monday night’s) agenda, we were very appalled by the documents and 
emails sent by the parents because that’s not who we are as a community,” Heine-
mann said. 

Headrick says he wants the same, but that this flag creates a slippery slope. 

“I want our teachers to teach our kids, not be political activists... we’re not there yet 
in Flandreau, but it’s coming if we don’t nip it now,” Headrick said. 

Ultimately, for the school, it all boils down to legality. And, flying a pride flag in the 
classroom is protected under federal law. 





































Juliann Marie Owen-Perry 

Juliann Marie Owen-Perry, (Stands in the Center) “Cokata Najin Wiń”, age 53, of Peever, South 
Dakota and formerly of Sisseton, South Dakota Journeyed to the Spirit World on Thursday, Au-
gust 26, 2021. 
She was born on October 17, 1967 in Sisseton, South Dakota the daughter of Allan Owen and 
Adrienne Renville-Ree. 
Her favorite football team was The Kansas City Chiefs.   She enjoyed Spending time with her 
family and friends. She especially enjoyed spending time with her Grandchildren. 
Survived three brothers and two sisters: Colin and Linette Owen of Peever, Robert and Pam 
Owen of Lennox, Ronald Goodsell of Peever, Elizabeth and Willis of Peever, Trisha Feather of 
Sioux Falls; five children: Joshua Peterson of Flandreau, Jesse Owen of Sioux Falls, Jacob 
Owen of Flandreau, Jordyn Feather of Flandreau, Jessa Feather of Flandreau; eleven Grand-
children; her companion: Marcus Perry. 
  
Preceded in death: maternal grandparents Robert and Blossom Keoke, paternal grandparents 
Pierce and Laura Owen, parents Adrienne Renville-Ree and Allan Owen, Brother Richard 
(Ricky) Owen/Papa Dick, Nieces Raina Demarris and Shaylee Feather. 
Funeral Services for Juliann Maire Owen-Perry will be held on Monday, August 30th, 2021 at 
1:00 P.M. at The Sisseton Wahpeton-Oyate Community Center. 
Interment Big Coulee Ascension Presbyterian Cemetery in Peever, South Dakota. 
Wakes will be held on Saturday, August 28th, 2021 from 7-10 P.M.  at The Sisseton Wahpeton-
Oyate Community Center.   Further all night wake will be held on Sunday, August 
29th beginning at 7 P.M.  at The Sisseton Wahpeton-Oyate Community Center. 
Special Thanks too, Kim Pratt and Linette Beaudreau for all the help with the family. 

October 17, 1967 – August 26, 2021  







First Presbyterian reopens doors 

South Dakota’s longest operating church is open again. 
First Presbyterian Church north of Flandreau on Highway 13 has been holding services since May, starting with 
two people and growing to about 15. The church hadn’t been open for a special service since 2017. The water 
was shut off eight years ago. 
William John Burshiem serves as the pastor, a calling that kept nagging at him. 
“It was a calling from God through me. It kept going over and over in mind why is this church not running?” he 
said. He trained in the Presbyterian ministry and decided to open First Presbyterian up to anyone who would 
come. 
His sermons and the hymns are in Dakota, but the sermon is also delivered in English. Sunday morning worship 
is at 10. 
“I think listening to the Dakota language, singing our hymns, is very meaningful because it’s something we 
haven’t had in a long time,” said Deb Wakeman, an elder. “We all grew up in this church.” 
That connection and memories of past services are important. 
“I feel like we all have a connection. We all know each other. There’s a closeness,” said Gina Burshiem, also an 
elder. 
The church is a way to combine culture and religion, said Jessica Hovland, whose two children were baptized at 
the church recently. 
“You walk into an old wooden church. The focus is on the service and worship,” she said. “I think it’s needed. 
It’s nice to just have a place where you can mix your faith and your culture together.” 
She likes the historical value of the church and the connection to the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe.  



The “Bend in the River” church was organized in 1869 by members of the Dakota Indian Presbyterian Church 
and built in 1873 by Dakota men who had been prisoners after the Dakota Conflict of 1862. In 1966, it was 
designated the oldest church continuously used in South Dakota. 
In 1978, a fellowship hall was added, and in 2002-2003, the church received word it would get a state grant to 
restore the church building. 
Kim and Steve Patterson were married in the church in 1990, a place where her family had a long connection. 
Her great grandfather the Rev. John Eastman and grandfather Harry C. Jones were ministers there, and family 
are buried in the surrounding cemetery, as they are for other members, too. Her children were baptized in the 
church and she taught Sunday School. 
She grew up attending, including going with her grandma to ladies aid meetings where women shared sewing 
and fellowship. 
“It reminds me of my childhood. I just have really good memories from my childhood,” she said. “We had pot-
lucks. The kids were outside playing. The families just always came together. It was so much fun.” 
Historically, the church was started by Native Americans from Santee, Neb., who sought religious freedom and 
didn’t want to live on a reservation. Those people are the foundation of the local tribe, she said. 
“I’m very thankful for my family history of being Christian and passing that on.” Patterson said. “We want that 
to come back. We want people to find Christ there.” 
Steve Patterson said it’s important to know the Bible, and they back William John Burshiem’s calling. “He said 
he was called to do this. We believe it.” 
Burshiem, 58, grew up going to First Presbyterian and wants other families and young people to hear about 
Christ. 
“We’re just hoping to get a strong membership back and get that church back up and running,” he said. 
Burshiem’s goal is to bring Native people back to church. “To bring the family back to the church is our main 
goal. To let them find Christ again,” he said. “We lost something in that generation where we weren’t teaching 
the word of God.”  

First Presbyterian reopens doors 



The fate of the medical marijuana industry in Sioux Falls could be decided this week. 

City Councilors are scheduled to make their final considerations 6 p.m. Tuesday at Carnegie 
Town Hall on a proposal from Mayor Paul TenHaken to regulate cannabis commerce by limit-
ing the number of dispensaries that can be in the city.  

The first-term mayor, who says he supported legalizing medical cannabis use, has taken criti-
cism both publicly and behind the scenes since unveiling his vision for legal cannabis in Sioux 
Falls in August for what pro-business and pro-cannabis advocates have characterized as a "de 
facto ban" on medical marijuana, which earned more than 75% support among Sioux Falls 
voters at the polls last November. 

Initially, the dissatisfaction stemmed from not only the five-license cap in TenHaken's meas-
ure, but also his desire to entirely prohibit testing and cultivation facilities. But after hearing 
from the public and some disgruntled city councilors, he's since conceded to allow an unlim-
ited number of testing facilities in the city based on the ordinance proposal up for considera-
tion this week. 

till, the TenHaken measure is anything but a slam dunk, with councilors expected to offer near-
ly a half dozen amendments during their Tuesday night meeting. 

Here's a look at a few of the changes councilors are gunning for: 

The cost of doing marijuana business 

The mayor wants aspiring cannabis companies to pay an initial fee of $100,000 to apply for a 
license. And with just five licenses available, he's proposing using a lottery system to determine 
which five applicants get one. And for those that don't, the city would keep the $100,000. 

Sioux Falls City Councilors take aim at Mayor 
TenHaken's 'de facto ban' on medical mariju-
ana 



That doesn't seem fair to Councilor Christine Erickson, who has an amendment formally 
submitted to the city clerk that would remove the word "non-refundable" from that sec-
tion of the mayor's proposal. 

The license cost and biennial renewal fee of $100,000 itself is problematic for others. 
TenHaken's proposal calls for that amount to be paid for both dispensary and testing fa-
cility licenses. But Councilor Rick Kiley wants those amounts changed to $50,000 for dis-
pensary licenses and $5,000 for a testing facility license.  

And when time to renewal, the fees should only be $25,000 and $1,500, respectively, ac-
cording to an amendment Kiley has penned and is anticipated to formally introduce 
Tuesday evening. 

Why cap dispensaries? 



The cap of five dispensaries called for in the mayor's plan has generated the most outcry 
among pro-marijuana business advocates like the Cannabis Industry Association of South 
Dakota and free market advocates.  

That's why Councilor Pat Starr will offer a pair of amendments aimed easing that cap, one 
that would double it to 10 and another that removes the cap entirely. 

Advertising restrictions 

Starr also isn't a fan of rules around what can and can't be displayed on the outside of testing fa-
cilities or dispensaries. 

TenHaken's proposal seeks to prohibit cannabis companies from using the word "marijuana" in 
their storefront displays or showing images depicting cannabis use or possession. 

Starr will try and convince his colleagues to amend the proposal to allow the word "marijuana" 
to be used on store displays. And a second amendment he's got at the ready would specifically 
prohibit the term "whacky weed" from also being used by store fronts, an attempt by Starr to 
highlight what he says targets words arbitrarily and unreasonably micromanages what business 
owners are able to call their cannabis enterprises. 

"My kids shouldn't have to see 'Paul's Whacky Weed' signs," he told the Argus Leader in jest 
Tuesday morning. 

Councilors aren't all comfortable with the amount of administrative authority TenHaken 
wants to place at City Hall for revoking dispensary licenses. Under the mayor's proposal, the 
city attorney's office would have the authority to pull any license for myriad of reasons, includ-
ing if a dispensary is the target of a robbery. 

And the city finance officer would be the appellate officer if the business were to object. 

"All of the power is in the mayor, and they can revoke on minutia and that's kind of danger-
ous," said Councilor and former city attorney Janet Brekke. 

Brekke intends to offer an amendment that would allow City Hall to make only recommendations for revocation of a 
license, while leaving the final determination in the hands of the City Councilor, similar to the process undertaken 
when a liquor license is taken away.  



SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (Dakota News Now) -At Native Nations Cannabis in Flandreau, they’re not cus-
tomers, they’re patients and people are lining up to get relief for their pain. 

Melissa Mentle drives over an hour each day to work at the Native Nations Cannabis licensing cen-
ter. She’s been a proponent of Medical Marijuana for years. 

We have a lot of people with seizure disorders, we have a lot of cancer patients, lots of professional 
business people, we’ve had some physicians come through some pharmacists, a mix of everybody in 
our community and our state,” said Mentle. 

There are three things a person needs to apply for a card, which if approved allows them to buy 
medical cannabis. 

While the rest of the state and city sorts out Medical Cannabis, the Santee Sioux Tribe is well underway with its production and 
sales.  



We require that you have a completed application, a valid photo ID, and a physician’s recommenda-
tion,” said Mentle. 

So far, 6,000 people have received their Native Nations Cannabis Card. 

The next stop on the reservation is the dispensary, just a few blocks away. We spoke with a woman 
who drove just an hour away from Watertown. She used to take sleeping pills to help with restless 
leg syndrome but was groggy in the morning. 

“When I found out that I could qualify to get my card for Restless Leg Syndrome, that’s exactly what I 
did and I’ll take a couple, even just puffs, at night, it just, it really helps sleeping,” she said. 

Buying marijuana on the street could be deadly. Native Nations General Manager Cory Johnsen finds ful-
fillment in helping patients find a regulated product that works for them. 

“We actually have a third-party testing company that they test all of our products that tell us you know 
THCA THCB,” said Johnsen. 

While the rest of the state and city sorts out Medical Cannabis, the Santee Sioux Tribe is well underway 
with its production and sales. They offer something extra with each sale, according to Flandreau Santee 
Sioux Tribe Attorney General Seth Pearman. 

“Somebody has purchased a product from us and they face criminal penalties or are arrested, they can 
reach back out to us and we will help get them criminal defense,” said Pearman. 

They are turning a profit but Pearman won’t say how much. All revenue goes to the tribe and tribal 
programming. 

“The Executive Committee is very pleased with the amount of money that’s coming in,” said Pear-
man. 

The gummies, vapes, buds, nectar, and tinctures contain specific strains to meet specific health con-
cerns. Sales are limited to ensure everyone can get something if they make the trip. 

“Everything the tribe said it’s going to do it’s actually doing, you know, from the seed to sale tracking 
to security measures and everything we do to prevent diversion, and it’s been working really well,” 
said Pearman. 





Cassius La'Rayne Eternity Corcoran  

May 11, 2021 - August 22, 2021  

Cassius La’Rayne Eternity Corcoran, “Pt’e Cante Winyan” (Buffalo Heart Woman), 3 months and 11 
days old, made her journey to the Spirit World on Sunday, August 22, 2021, after battling a rare ge-
netic disorder, Walker Warburg Syndrome. 

Cassius blessed this world with her presence on May 11, 2021. After surviving a rare and complicat-
ed pregnancy, this little fighter was kept at the hospital for specialized care until coming home on 
hospice. She beat all odds and left a big impact on those that loved her. She loved cuddles, hugs, 
and kisses, and adored being talked to. She will forever be her family’s sweet angel. 

Cassius is survived by her mother, Michelle Corcoran; siblings: Anton and Aliyahna Corcoran and 
Kiona Schmidt; Grandma Lauriene Salway; Grandpa Michael Corcoran; great-grandma LaVonna 
Allen (aka Bunny Kunsi); great-grandpa, Mike Corcoran, Sr. (significant other, DeAnna Brooks); 
aunties: Michaela and Brittany Corcoran; uncle, Bradlee Corcoran; cousin, Annalisa Corcoran; great
-uncle, Paul Corcoran; and Great Auntie, Brooki Corcoran. Cassius is also survived by many more 
extended relatives and loved ones. She was preceded in death by her great-grandma, Lucy Salway; 
great-great-grandma, Isabelle Corcoran; and her cousin, Geoff Peterson. 

Funeral services will be 10:00 am on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 at the Wicoicaga Otipi Commu-
nity Center, Flandreau, with burial in the First Presbyterian Cemetery. Visitation will be Tuesday from 
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm with an all-night wake service beginning 7:00 pm at the community center. 

God saw you getting tired, when a cure was not to be. 
So he wrapped his arms around you, and whispered, “come to me”. 

You didn’t deserve what you went through, so he gave you rest. 
God’s garden must be beautiful, he only takes the best. 

And when I saw you sleeping,  so peaceful and free from pain 
I could not wish you back to suffer that again.  




