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March -  Ista Wicayazan Wi - (Moon of the Sore Eyes)  

The sun reflecting off the melting snow would cause tenderness and  

chapping to the eyes. 

Bill to create Indian Child Advisory Council endorsed by 
committee despite DSS opposition 

PIERRE — Lawmakers on a House committee approved a bill Wednesday to establish an advisory council to oversee com-
munication on the welfare of Native American children in South Dakota’s foster care system. But the same committee 
also voted to reject a bill that would have created a two-year task force to study the welfare of Native children in foster 
care. 

Rep. Tamara St. John, R-Sisseton, sponsored the advisory council bill, describing it as a way for stakeholders from tribes, 
the Department of Social Services and the South Dakota Legislature to come together once a year to hold a formalized 
discussion about Native foster children.  

“Where do we have that space for innovation, that focus on prevention, or how do we know what we’re looking at in the 
form of data?” said St. John, a member of the Sisseton Wahpeton tribe. 

A six-month joint investigation by South Dakota Searchlight and the Argus Leader following last year’s legislative session 
explored the causes, effects and potential solutions to the decades-long overrepresentation of Native American children 
in South Dakota’s foster care system. Native American children accounted for nearly 74% of the foster care system in June 
2023, despite accounting for only 13% of the state’s overall child population. 

Rep. Peri Pourier, D-Rapid City, sponsored the failed bill to create a 21-member task force to study the problem and ex-
pand portions of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act into state law, which would have been part of the task force’s du-
ties. Pourier, a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, and St. John brought their bills as a way to further the conversation 
around children in state care.St. John’s advisory council bill originally had the group meeting four times a year, but she 
brought an amendment reducing the frequency to once a year. At the end of that annual meeting, minutes would be 
available for lawmakers to refer back to if they want to bring future legislation.  

Jessica Morson, the ICWA Coalition director, also spoke in favor of HB 1232, saying that it served as a “step forward” and 
“enhances focus on solutions-based collaboration in a smaller, more effective setting by review of existing practices and 
laws.” 

 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/25197
https://southdakotasearchlight.com/tag/the-lost-children/
https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/2023/11/09/indian-child-welfare-act-argus-leader-south-dakota-searchlight-investigation-stories-native-american/71516934007/
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/25290
https://southdakotasearchlight.com/2024/02/09/native-american-child-welfare-foster-care-sd-legislature-bills-return-icwa-supreme-court-decision/
https://southdakotasearchlight.com/2024/02/09/native-american-child-welfare-foster-care-sd-legislature-bills-return-icwa-supreme-court-decision/
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The only opposition came from Department of Social Services Secretary 
Matt Althoff, who said the department already has the ability to hold the 
conversations now in a less formal environment.  

He said despite wonderful intentions, it’s unlikely the advisory council “is 
going to achieve much given the totality of what it faces.” 

The department also opposed Pourier’s task force bill, saying it’s already 
working individually with tribes on how to better support Native children in 
care and foster families across the state.  

Althoff added that the task force, modeled after a 2006 task force that stud-
ied the same issue, may not be successful because of various competing 
interests. 

“Please understand that the work continues regardless of the bill, so you 
have our assurances that we will not relent and are wanting to continue to 
keep these lines of communications and these intersects between tribal 
officials and ourselves ongoing,” he said. 

Lawmakers voiced concerns about the size of the task force and recommend-
ed a summer study as a possible avenue for future conversation. The com-
mittee voted 10-1 to reject the bill with the lone dissenting voice coming 
from Rep. Erin Healy, D-Sioux Falls. 

But, lawmakers liked the idea of St. John’s formalized council. Rep. Taylor 
Rehfeldt, R-Sioux Falls, said it would serve as a baseline to gather data. 

“If we’re in the same spot as we were the year before, then that tells us that 
we’re probably not doing something right, and so even if we can just do that 
one small thing of establishing that something else needs to happen, that 
we’re clearly not making steps in the right direction, I think that alone is 
worth having something,” she said. 

Rep. Will Mortenson, R-Fort Pierre, noted that while the council won’t stop 
children from entering into the foster care system, it wouldn’t be an undue 
burden on the department, an argument that had been voiced by Rep. Rocky 
Blaire, R-Ideal, when he spoke in opposition to the bill. 

Mortenson noted that everyone would have to address one of the leading 
reasons why children are removed from their parents in the first place: alco-
hol and drug abuse. Parental substance abuse is 57% of the reason why 
South Dakota children are removed from their families and placed into foster 
care, according to federal data.  

“I think that we’re doing a disservice to this topic if we don’t acknowledge 
phase one of this problem and try to train our collective focus there,” he said. 

The advisory council bill passed 10-2 to the House floor where it’ll be debat-
ed next. 

mailto:carol.robertson@fsst.org
https://southdakotasearchlight.com/2023/11/17/overrepresentation-of-native-american-indigenous-children-south-dakota-foster-care-system-data/




Looking Back 2015 Newsletter 



Happy 10th Birthday to 

Alli Walker on March 7th  

Love, Mom 

 

Happy 21st Birthday to 

Trinity Redday on March 22nd 

Love ,Mom 



































1. First Violation: 5 days in alternative learning room 
2. Second Violation: 10 days in alternative learning room 
3. Third Violation: Recommendation for Long Term Suspension 
NOTE: Smoking of any kind, with any device will be referred to law enforcement officials for a citation. Possession of smoking-related 
items such as lighters, matches, etc. will also result in suspension. Such items serve no legitimate educational purpose at school. (To 
include cigarette, vape, vape juice, juul, e-cigarette, or any inhalation device that can contain nicotine, tobacco, or other substance 
considered illegal for consumption.) 
The policy allowed for uniform handling of every incident and added that “smoking of any kind, with any device will be referred to law 
enforcement officials for a citation.” Prior to the update the SRD would handle each student on a case-by-case basis. 
Now with the problem continuing the Moody County Boys and Girls Club is stepping in to assist. The Club alongside the Moody County 
States Attorney have established a Diversion program, as well reviving Teen Court. 
The Diversion Program’s mission state is to assist juvenile offenders in assuming responsibility for their criminal behavior; to hold them 
accountable for their actions and to teach them to make better decisions in the future, while treating them with respect and dignity; to 
involve the community through volunteer programs and community service opportunities; and to promote better communication be-
tween youths, parents, schools, law enforcement agencies, and the community. 
Requirements of the program include an apology letter written to parents/or parties involved, weekly check-ins, and if applicable rele-
vant classes. The program lasts 120-days and participants  

must remain respectful and willing to participate in aspects of the program. 
Things parents can do to help combat the vaping issue is know what your kids are doing and who they are with. You can do this by checking 
in on social media apps, cash transferring apps such as Venmo, or best of all speaking to your children about the risks of vaping. 

Shell casings were empty and had fallen out of a truck after a weekend of hunting. Nitrous Oxide can be used as and inhalant to 
become intoxicated, also known as a “whippit” 

Although the Flandreau School Board learned several good news items at its February 12 regular obard meeting, they also learned 
that vaping by students is a huge concern. 
Sheriff Troy Wellman displayed a gallon size evidence bag full of vapes, empty shell casings, and nitrous oxide cartridges to board 
members and those present. School Resource Deputy Frias explained that the content of the bag was everything that was either con-
fiscated or found on school property. 
Much of the content of the bag which can be seen are vapes. The vapes are both nicotine and THC. While vape detectors were in-
stalled in the bathrooms, they are inoperable due to the school’s firewall. SRD Frias continues to investigate a resolution to the issue 
and reaching out to other SRD/SROs in the area on how they are combatting the issue. 
The uptick in vaping on school premises already prompted the change in the Use of Tobacco/Tobacco-Like Products prior to the 23-24 
school year. The current policy now reads as follows: 
Smoking and the use of tobacco products is against South Dakota law. No student shall possess, use, sell, or dispense any tobacco/
tobacco-like products during a school activity or on school property which includes buildings, grounds, parking lots and school buses. 
The student shall be subject to the following penalties:  

































New Ownership” signs line the drive of what had been the old Flandreau Meat Locker on South Veterans Avenue 
in Flandreau. 
For those wondering who might be turning the lights back on, Heather and Ethan Hill of rural Flandreau along 
with a business partner plan to reopen the idled longtime business as Grizzly Meats. The young couple along with 
their family and friends are excited for the opportunity. 
The Moody County Enterprise will be sitting down with the Hills to learn more about them, their plans for the 
business and the path they’ve been on in regard to this acquisition along with some of the other work the couple 
does you might be familiar with. 
The couple wants to wait to share more however until their new sign arrives for the front of the building. For 
those wanting to follow their progress in the meantime, additional information can be found on the businesses’ 
new Facebook page. 
Watch for more in the coming weeks.  

Flandreau housing development delayed 

A much-needed multi-unit apartment complex planned for development on Broad Street in Flandreau has suffered a setback. 
The primary contractor interested in the project has reportedly hit a snag with financing options. 
Survey and topographic work through Banner Associates, Inc. is still underway on the property however, as the Housing Corporation has 
identified the north side of the block across from the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal Headquarters as a primary area of interest for the devel-
opment of apartment homes within the city. 
Affordable and starter housing in the market is in short supply and has been for quite some time, the most recent housing study done 
shows. Multiple local contractors are currently working on various levels of properties to fill the need, but businesses, individuals and fami-
lies of all ages routinely cite to city officials a lack of housing options available for why they might not stay or choose to move to the area. 
The Housing Corporation will need to get together and discuss our options, as far as the approach we wish to take,” said City Administrator 
Cohl Turnquist.. 
“Before the group looks to invest significant funding to develop the property, it will be essential to locate a developer who is willing to place 
housing upon the property.” 
Tribal officials are also working to provide updated and affordable housing throughout the community through the development of a new 
tiny home community, which is located just to the south of the Royal River complex, and new apartment and duplex homes. 
Also of note, as FSST continues to grow a relatively new solar program, it continues to work with the City of Flandreau on agreements for the 
purchase of excess power generation. Turnquist said that on this specific project, FSST installed a <40 kW solar panel system at the Elder 
Care Center. 
In order for the solar to be connected into the City system, plans need to be reviewed by the City consulting engineer, and an interconnect 
agreement remains yet to be finalized.  






