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Wi Te’Hi Wi (Moon of the Hardship)  January - This is the time of the 

year when supplies were becoming depleted and it was difficult to 

replace them because of the severe winter storms. 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal Vice President Cyndi Allen-

Weddell delivers the 2024 State of the Tribes Address 

Youtube link 2024 State of the Tribes (live 

Stream) 
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NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER:  

 In preparation of this newsletter, every effort has 

been made to offer the most current, correct, and 

clearly expressed information possible. Neverthe-

less, inadvertent errors in information may occur. 

In particular but without limiting anything here, the 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (FSST) and its em-

ployees disclaim any responsibility for typograph-

ical errors and accuracy of the information that 

may be contained in the Flandreau Santee Sioux 

Tribe's Newsletter. The FSST also reserves the 

right to make changes at any time without notice.  

 The information in this newsletter have been com-

piled by the FSST Newsletter staff from a variety of 

sources, and are subject to change without notice. 

The FSST makes no warranties or representations 

whatsoever regarding the quality, content, com-

pleteness, or adequacy of such information and 

data. In any situation where the official printed 

publications of the FSST differ from the text con-

tained in this newsletter, the official printed docu-

ments take precedence.  

 If inaccurate or otherwise inappropriate infor-

mation is brought to our attention, a reasonable 

effort will be made to print a correction in the next 

month newsletter. We reserve the right to omit 

submissions if it is felt that the content or subject 

matter is inappropriate. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES: 

 All information submitted for newsletter must be 

received 5 (five) working days before the 15 of 

each month.  We cannot guarantee inclusion of 

any submissions after that date in that month's 

newsletter. Submissions must be made in typewrit-

ten (or computer generated) format. They can be 

submitted directly to Marcie Walker in hardcopy, 

on disk or via email at:  

marcie.walker@fsst.org 

 The FSST reserves the right to edit submis-

sion for content and clarity when appropriate.  Addi-

tionally, submissions not of a time sensitive nature 

may be delayed for next month newsletter 

PIERRE, S.D. (South Dakota Broadcasters Assocation) - Santee 
Sioux Tribal Vice President Cynthia J. Allen-Weddell gave the 
annual State of the Tribes address to a joint session of the 
South Dakota Legislature Wednesday afternoon. 

The vice president of the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe says she 
would welcome more opportunities to collaborate with the 
State of South Dakota. 

“We worked together on a skilled nursing home facility in Flan-
dreau,” Allen-Weddell said. “It was built during the pandemic. 
It was completed in 2022 on time and under budget.” 

She said the facility helps keep families together on the Santee 
Sioux Reservation and Moody County and is an economic en-
gine for the community. 

As for future collaboration, Allen-Weddell outlined a proposal 
to house city, county, tribal and federal detainees in a new facil-
ity on reservation land, calling it a “multi-jurisdictional” solution. 
She put the cost at $38 to $65 million. She kidded that if the 
legislature had any spare millions for the project, the tribe 
would gladly accept it. 

She said the region’s Siouan tribes look ahead seven genera-
tions when making decisions. She ended with a pitch for greater 
cooperation between the tribes and the state. 

“The tribe urges the state to collaborate with it and other tribes 
to make a better South Dakota,” Allen-Weddell concluded. 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe VP 
delivers State of the Tribes address 

mailto:carol.robertson@fsst.org










Nancy Ann (Robertson) Herrick, 84, of Flandreau, passed away on Saturday, January 6, 2024 at Avera McKennan 
Hospital in Sioux Falls, SD. Funeral services will be 10:00 AM Friday, January 12, 2024 at Skroch Funeral Chapel, 
Flandreau, SD with burial in First Presbyterian Cemetery, Flandreau. Visitation will take place from 5:00 PM to 6:00 
PM and wake services will be held from 6:00 - 8:00 PM on Thursday, January 11, 2024 also at Skroch Funeral Chap-
el. 

Nancy was born August 21, 1939, at Pipestone Indian Hospital, Pipestone, MN, to Howard L. Robertson and Cathe-
rine (Cottier) Robertson. She attended Flandreau Public Schools and then went on to Dakota State College attain-
ing a Business and Finance Degree. 

On November 21, 1956, she married Lauren L. Herrick, Sr. in Shakopee, MN.  They made their home in Flandreau, 
SD.  She worked at Bureau of Indian Affairs, Flandreau Santee Sioux Health Clinic, Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal 
Council, Flandreau Santee Sioux Housing Authority and Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal Finance Office. 

Nancy loved being a wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and great-great- grandmother.  She loved 
plants, flowers, helping anyone she could; whether it was just a listening ear, advice given or mentoring.  She also 
loved going to casinos, especially the Royal River Casino.  She especially loved spending time with family and 
friends.  Her greatest joy was being with her children, especially her daughters, Laura and Laureen.  Another love 
of her life was her horse, Two Sox.  Nancy had a special fondness for the community.    

Grateful for having shared in her life are her children, Laura Herrick, Flandreau, SD, Laureen Herrick (Bryan Tay-
lor), Flandreau, SD, Jim Herrick, Sioux Falls, SD, grandchildren, Tanya Anderson (Phil Allen), Flandreau, SD, Larry 
Herrick (Mashay Schulyer), Flandreau, SD, Lucas Herrick (Natalie), Chilhowee, MO, April Herrick (Shaun Crable), 
Trent, SD, Alicia Jasper, Holland, MN, Ashley Janovec (Mark Stellmach), Colman, SD, Jarad Wagner, Flandreau, 
SD, Catherine Herrick, Sioux Falls, SD, Jamie Herrick, Sioux Falls, SD; 20 great-grandchildren; one great-great-
granddaughter; and sister, Carol Robertson, Flandreau, SD. 

She was preceded in death by husband, Lauren Herrick, Sr.; sons, Lauren Herrick, Jr., Larry Herrick; sisters, 
Elenor Boutwell, Wanda Cadotte; brother, Howard (Sonny) Robertson; parents, Howard and Catherine Robert-
son (Cottier).   

Burial to follow the Service at First Presbyterian Cemetery, Flandreau, SD.  Please join the family for lunch at 
Eastman Hall immediately following the burial. 

 











 Leaders from the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe met with City of Flandreau representatives, local families, educators from South 
Dakota State University, and staff from the Boys and Girls Club of Moody County this past week. Club officials are heading up 
efforts to create a comprehensive, inclusive child care plan for the broader Flandreau and Moody County community. They are 
currently seeking as much input as possible. Club leaders met previously with care providers. This week they are hoping to hear 

from the business community. The unique and collabora-
tive plan that Club officials are hoping to create would 
address, in particular, the bigger challenges and gaps 
that a rural, diverse community, like Flandreau, faces. 
Should the local application be selected out of the 28 
possible communities, it would mean a $500,000 award 
from the Governor’s Office of Economic Development for 
new and ongoing early childhood care programming.  

With a $500,000 grant opportunity on the line, listening sessions and planning meetings continue in Flan-
dreau to assess the opportunities and needs for local child care, especially for those 0-6 years of age. 
The Governor’s Office of Economic Development only weeks ago awarded 28 communities funding to create 
a strategy for expanded child care services, knowing how often a lack of providers, or qualified providers can 
limit a family’s ability to work or even live in specific communities. 
Local business owners are invited to a third community-wide meeting today, December 20 at Noon at JJ’s 
Coffee in downtown Flandreau. 
Flandreau was among the communities chosen for the initial $50,000 planning grant. If awarded, the addi-
tional grant opportunity would mean incredible opportunities for local and area families. 
The deadline for the proposal, however, is just two months away — February 29th, 2024. 
It is a tight turnaround. 
Local Club and community leaders know they need to create something special. 
But they’re convinced the right partners are here locally to make something very amazing and much needed, 
happen. 
“We have to have the plan created by Feb 29th,” said Jody Hernandez, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Plains. She spoke with the Moody County Enterprise this past 
Wednesday night after the most recent community meeting with City and Tribal leaders, local educators and 
families. 
Discussed at that particular meeting were concerns over a lack of licensed local daycare providers, a lack of 
availability for child care in general, barriers due to language, the affordability of child care for young fami-
lies, and access to check-in throughout the day. 
But there was also an optimism about what could be available to young families if there were more collabo-
ration across local diverse communities and the county.   
“We have an opportunity I don’t think we’ll ever get again with funding behind it…Everyone is coming to-
gether and working really hard to achieve this deadline and I think we’ll come up with a great plan. What’s 
already percolating to the top is top notch. I think we’ll come up with something that will be great best prac-
tices that can be used across the state.” 
This past week’s meeting was the second of three scheduled on the matter. Local child care providers sat 
down and shared insights from their perspective a week prior. 
Local business owners are invited to a third community-wide meeting this Wednesday at Noon at JJ’s Coffee 
in downtown Flandreau. 
Awards, once all plans are submitted early next year, will be based on the collaboration shown amongst com-
munity partners and innovative solutions.  









Services Provided: Child Protection, 24hr on call for emergencies, Child Placement man-

agement Services (for children in the care of the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe) and reunifica-

tion services to families (Individualized Cases Management Services) Foster Home Recruit-

ment and licensing, Foster Parent Training, Referrals to aging supportive services, Investiga-

tion of elder abuse/neglect, General Assistance with Community resources, Conservator 

Guardianship Services, ICWA and QEW Services, Family Preservation/Prevention Services 

(supports for families and children that may minor difficulties providing basic needs in the 

home) and Emergency services, such as families affected by unforeseen circumstances. 

Area Served:  All Flandreau Indian Reservation and for ICWA Children who are eligible for 

enrollment with FSST or who are enrolled with FSST residing anywhere off the Flandreau Indi-

an Reservation. 

Eligible Participants: All Native American Children  and families residing on the Flan-

dreau Indian Reservation. For ICWA Program all eligible or enrolled Flandreau Santee Sioux 

Tribal children and families residing anywhere off the Flandreau Santee Sioux Reservation. 

Location: Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribal Headquarters 

603 West Broad Ave 

Flandreau, SD 57028 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm 

Contact: Social Service Office 605 997 5055 Fax: 605 997 3878 

 



While the Flandreau Housing Corporation waits on a full set of plans for a new potential apartment complex 
along Broad Avenue in Flandreau, it has contracted with the engineering firm Banner Associates to perform a 
Topography Survey and property line survey. Corporation members met in recent weeks with the potential 
developer. Surveying was done late this past week. 
City Administrator Cohl Turnquist said the information work will provide both the Housing Corporation and 
Banner with information on how that lot drains and will ensure that both groups have the proper information 
to develop that property responsibly. Both surveys will need to be completed before the Housing Corpora-
tion can move forward with any building on the property.Turnquist said the City anticipates that both surveys 
will be complete sometime in January.  





Gabrielle Flute Player, Diabetic Cultural 
Coordinator, and Gabe Weston, Fitness 
Center Supervisor, will both be part of 
overseeing new Tribal wellness temporary 
programming at the Community Center on 
Broad Avenue. New weights and cardio-
vascular equipment are in place on the 
east end of the facility and educational 
opportunities, healthier snacks and a multi
-generational gathering space now occu-
pies the west end of the community cen-
ter. The space is open from 6 a.m. through 
6 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

A larger and more comprehensive Wellness Center is still the goal for the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe. 
But instead of waiting for a new addition or facility to be built adjacent to the Tribal Community Center on Broad Avenue in Flan-
dreau, Tribal and FSST Clinic officials are working together to create a space in the current Wicoicaga Otipi Community Center 
(WOCC) that is focused on improving overall community health and diabetes prevention. 
Right now, both the east and west ends of the Center offer new health-based features. On the west end there are healthy food 
options available along with a gathering space for tribal members, their families, and others who are IHS eligible. 
There is a new walking program that’s launched as well out of that space along with an area for education about healthier life-
styles, especially diabetes prevention. 
On the east end of the WOCC, new weights and cardiovascular equipment such as exercise bikes and treadmills temporarily occupy 
the space previously held by the Dakota Language After School Program. 
The past month has been a soft launch of the space and programming, but coordinators hope that after January 1, 2024, more trib-
al members and their families take advantage of what the resource center has to offer. 
“I think it’s important we create a space for people to just live a healthier lifestyle,” said Gabrielle Flute Player, the new Diabetic 
Cultural Coordinator. Flute Player, who played basketball throughout her college career, recently returned back home to Flan-
dreau. She has lived in the community since 2001, is a Flandreau Indian School graduate and a member of the Spirit Lake Nation in 
Fort Totten, North Dakota. 
“This is where I grew up, though, and I see it every day. People just haven’t had that space to get healthier and get that support. 
We’re encouraging them to come back and be active, to make healthier choices and ask questions.” 
FSST recently received an IHS grant to expand its diabetic wellness program. Because the Clinic is more for acute care and clinic 
visits, tribal officials chose this route to try and encourage members to focus on a healthier lifestyle. 
In addition to the walking program, which runs Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and Noon, there is also a steps challenge. 
The previous wellness program and gym disappeared along with other programs in the early stages of the Native Nations medical 
marijuana business startup and as the nation went into lockdown during the pandemic. Talks have been ongoing about how and 
where to rebuild a gym and wellness center and wellness and preventative programs since.    






