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Wi’ca’ta Wi (Moon of the Raccoon) February– the “wica” signifies the 

raccoon, the one of the first animals to come out of hibernation so this 

month is named after the “waca”. 

The Oglala Sioux Tribe has banned South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem (R) from the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation after the governor gave an incendiary speech about immigration to the 
South Dakota legislature last Wednesday.   

In the speech, Noem stated she wants to send razor wire and security personnel to Texas to 
stop immigration to the U.S.-Mexico border. She also stated that a gang–allegedly tied to a 
cartel, calling themselves the Ghost Dancers are bringing drugs onto the reservation. 

The banishment came Friday in a four-page statement written by Oglala Sioux Tribe President 
Frank Star Comes Out.  "Due to the safety of the Oyate [people or nation], effective immediately, you are hereby banished 
from the homelands of the Oglala Sioux Tribe!" Tribe President Frank Star Comes Out said in a statement addressed on Friday 
to Noem.  

Star Comes Out accused the governor, an avid supporter of former President Donald Trump, of making the immigration prob-
lem a political issue to benefit the former president’s chances of reelection. Star Comes Out suggested Noem is vying to be 
Trump’s vice president nominee. 

The Oglala Sioux president says Noem is wrong about the immigrants seeking asylum in the United States when she said they 
need to be put into cages. Star Comes Out said many of the immigrants are Indians from places like El Salvador, Guatemala, 
and Mexico who arrive at the southern border “in search of jobs and a better life.” 

"They don't need to be put in cages, separated from their children like during the Trump Administration, or be cut up by razor 
wire furnished by, of all places, South Dakota," he said. 

The Oglala leader expressed his resentment on Noem’s speech when she mentioned a gang calling themselves the Ghost Danc-
ers is murdering people on the Pine Ridge Reservation and is affiliated with border-crossing cartels that use South Dakota res-
ervations to spread drugs to other parts of the country. 

“I and the Oyate are deeply offended that you alleged ‘Ghost Dancers’ are affiliated with these cartels. Ghost Dance: one of 
the most sacred ceremonies was used with blatant disrespect and is insulting to our Oyate,” Star Comes Out wrote in his con-
clusion. 

Friday’s banishment was not the first time the Oglala Sioux Tribe told Noem she is not welcome on its reservation. The Noem 
administration has a history of maintaining a contentious relationship with the South Dakota tribes. 

In May 2019, the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council unanimously voted to tell her she is unwelcome on the Pine Ridge Reservation 
until she rescinds her support for anti-protest legislation. Two additional Sioux tribes — Cheyenne River and Yankton — ex-
pressed their solidarity with the Oglala Sioux Tribe. 

Oglala Sioux Tribe Bans South Dakota Governor From the 
Pine Ridge Reservation 

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=364610916511677&set=pcb.364613689844733
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Rachel Wakeman made the Dean’s list at Hunter College in Manhattan. Rachel is 

finishing up her Junior  year at Hunter College where she is pursuing an English 

degree and plans to continue writing books. Rachel is a  2021 graduate Flandreau 

High School . Granddaughter of the late Francis & Marilyn Wakeman 



This property, long ago abandoned at 204 E. Park Street in Flan-
dreau, will likely be demolished later this spring due to ordinance 
violations and ongoing safety concerns. A local judge recently 
ruled that owner Jeffrey Weigel will have to repay the City demo-
lition and removal costs after ignoring legal matters and basic 
property maintenance for decades.  

Abandoned property slated for demolition 

A dilapidated residential property, long considered a nuisance violation and growing safety concern in a downtown Flandreau 
neighborhood, will likely be scheduled for demolition later this spring. 
A judge recently ruled in the City’s favor in the case of the City of Flandreau versus Rudy’s Welding & Machine Shop, Jeffrey Weigel, 
and the Estate of Curtis Weigel, and all persons in possession. 
The case, decades in the making, went before Judge Patrick Pardy on Thursday, January 18th at the Moody County Courthouse.  
Weigel, after years of ignoring ongoing citations for city ordinance violations on multiple properties, represented himself in court 
that day. In a previous hearing, he had requested from Judge Pardy a change of venue, stating he felt there were conflicts of inter-
est in the case, that he wouldn’t receive a fair and impartial trial, and that he wasn’t fairly represented. 
Judge Pardy explained to Weigel why he believed his concerns weren’t valid and reminded him, through repeated outbursts by 
Weigel, that he had had plenty of time to hire an attorney, but that he failed to do so.   
Weigel was escorted out of the courthouse shortly after for belligerence in the proceedings. 
The property referenced above is a residential property at 204 E. Park Street, which is located in the heart of a downtown residen-
tial neighborhood. No one has lived in the home however for more than 40 years. 
The last time the utilities were connected at the property was 1980. 
The City has tried for decades to work through peaceful and lawful means to get Weigel and his family and businesses to abide by 
local property maintenance codes and city ordinances. 
In November of 2020, the City removed some of vehicles that were part of a court order from 2001. That order stated that Weigel 
could not store vehicles and other items in the city right-of-way. 
Heavy equipment was used to move a dirt berm that had been built to prevent some of the vehicles from being taken.  
Weigel, in that case, was arrested after attempting to block the removal of the vehicles from the property. 
In 2022, Weigel applied for and was granted a demolition permit for the home. He told City officials he would remove any item of 
value and demolish the property that summer. 
It remains standing with most of the windows now broken out, the roof caving in, the wood structure itself rotting, and a snow 
fence lining the property to keep trespassers out due to safety concerns.     
Those safety concerns were elevated after a group of young children recently entered the home and posted their exploration on 
YouTube. 
Given the evidence, Judge Pardy granted the City its request to abate the property and recover the costs associated with it. 
A court order has yet to be signed. Once it is, Weigel will have 30 days to appeal the ruling. If no appeal is granted, a contractor will 
be selected along with a date for the removal of the home and other dilapidated structures and items on the property.  
“The Court, after hearing witness testimony, reviewing photographs of the property over time, and seeing the records of the steps 
the City took to attempt to bring the property owners into compliance, granted the City’s requested relief.  The Court authorized 
the City to demolish the structure and the City shall have a judgment against the property owners for the reasonable costs to do 
so.  The City appreciates the Judge noting the efforts the City exerted to be accommodating to the property owners.  Finally, the 
City is pleased that this nuisance issue is reaching resolution,” said City Attorney Corey Bruning. 
Additional violations and concerns remain at the adjacent Rudy’s Welding property. City officials intend to follow up on those cita-
tions once the residential structure is removed.  





Dakota Layers, for the first time since December of 2022, is back to being fully operational in regard to its birds. 
The locally and family-owned egg farm has twice been devastated by HPAI, or the bird flu. May of 2015 was the farm’s 
first devastating round with the virus. Extraordinary precautions didn’t stop a second round from hitting its flock in late 
2022. 
More than 1.2 million hens were again quickly euthanized. 
The rebuilding process and the efforts to protect its flock from ongoing and annual emerging threats has been a chal-
lenge and costly.    
“We are, once again, preparing for spring migration,” said Tracy Ramsdell, spokesperson for the company. 
“In the poultry industry, just when we think we’re in the clear, another season is just around the corner. We’re con-
stantly preparing for what’s next! Considering AI cases were still popping up in SD, KS, CA in January, we are still under 
high alert.” 
Dakota Layers General Manager Jason Ramsdell told the Moody County Enterprise late last year that he’s learning 
alongside hundreds of other leaders in the egg industry what they can about this latest strain and how to improve safe-
ty measures. 
One area he said that can’t be stressed enough is more knowledge amongst the general public and backyard flock own-
ers about the bird flu — the virus each year mutates and travels globally in migratory birds.   
The best thing anyone can do if they find a sick or dead bird is to call the state DENR to notify them of their location, 
and not to touch or move them. The worst thing anyone might do, he added, is try and nurse these birds back to health 
or move them around. 
HPAI has infected commercial poultry, totaling more than 59 million in 47 states since 2022. Dakota Layers is one of 
countless commercial farms that has, more than once, suffered tremendous losses. 
If you suspect birds you care for have avian influenza, you should contact state officials immediately at 605-223-7660 
or email WildInfo@state.sd.us.  

Dakota Layers barns northeast of Flandreau are back to full operation and bird population about a year after the company was hit 
with a second round of the highly pathogenic avian influenza. More than 1.2 million birds were culled in December of 2022. The first 
time the company was affected by the bird flu was in 2015.  



The heavy freeze earlier this month followed by this January thaw is causing problems for water pipes not only in area 
homes and businesses, but in city water lines as well. 
A water main break was reported late on Tuesday evening, January 23 at 3rd Avenue and Bates Street in Flandreau. Repairs 
the following day interrupted service to the entire city for about three hours while engineers and city crews triaged the 
line. Homes and businesses waited out the repairs and resumed business as usual while the school district released stu-
dents early for the day as a result. 
The infrastructure is in an area that has not yet seen water and sewer line replacement — the city is in the midst of a multi-
year project to replace the underground pipes. 
“The water main break we experienced this week fell just outside of the scope of the project that we are pursuing this 
Spring. The City had a 10” main break that has likely been deteriorating for several years. The line in question has not been 
replaced for a significant number of years and will be replaced in a future phase of infrastructure upgrades,” City Adminis-
trator Cohl Turnquist said. 
“The break disrupted service for the entire community, due to the failure of several valves surrounding the break, creating 
a scenario where staff was unable to isolate the break.” 
Several of the malfunctioning valves will reportedly be replaced in the upcoming project this year. 
The community was without water service for approximately 3 hours. Turnquist said that the outage was dramatically re-
duced however by the quick thinking and expertise of City staff, as they were able to identify the location of the leak prior 
to disrupting water service. 
The break has been repaired and water service should be back at normal levels.  

Water outage due to line break 









No bond for the man accused of intentionally hitting and killing local Moody County Deputy Sheriff Ken Prorok this past 
Friday in the midst of a high-speed chase out of Madison and through Moody County. 
Joseph Gene Hoek (Hook), 40, of Sioux Falls, S.D. made his first court appearance in Moody County early Monday — 
every bench in the courtroom was full, lined with either law enforcement colleagues, family, friends or colleagues from 
county offices. 
The suspect was arrested last Friday after hitting Prorok on Highway 34 just east of Colman. 
Madison police had been in pursuit of Hoek after responding to a call for service of a male on the scene making homici-
dal threats. 
But that arrest might not have come so quickly without the help of a critical eyewitness. 
Tyler Kills A Hundred of Flandreau happened to be in the area as Prorok was laying down a spike strip. Kills A Hundred 
was waived through the scene only moments before Hoek came down the highway. Kills A Hundred told investigators 
he saw Hoek swerve and hit Prorok, and that it appeared intentional. 
Without naming him, Moody County Sheriff Troy Wellman, thanked Kills-A-Hundred for staying on the scene to do all he 
could to help save Prorok’s life and assist in the investigation. 
“First of all, our deepest sympathies to the family and my heartfelt thank you to that witness. I know who you are, I ap-
preciate what you did. I know you wish you could have done more but I want you to know that we all appreciate that 
you stopped to help, that you assisted in apprehending the individual that was just upstairs. This is going to be a huge 
hole, not only for our office, but for our entire community and his entire family,” he said, while fighting back tears. 
Once help arrived on the scene, the affidavit explains that Kills A Hundred went back to his car and, “followed Hoek who 
had fled on foot, ran him down and detained Hoek until officers were able to arrive and place handcuffs on Hoek.” 
Hoek is charged with First Degree Murder and Aggravated Eluding. 
The First Degree premeditated murder charge is a class A felony carries a maximum sentence of death or life without 
parole and/or a $50,000 fine. 
The Aggravated Eluding charge is a class 6 Felony that carries a maximum sentence of two years in the state prison and/
or a $4,000 fine. 
The defendant, the Attorney General’s office reminded the public, is presumed innocent under the U.S. Constitution. 
“These charges are based on the evidence including that set forth in the probable cause affidavit,” said Attorney General 
Jackley. “Our thoughts and prayers remain with Chief Deputy Prorok’s family. I appreciate the diligent investigation con-
ducted by the DCI, the Highway Patrol, and local law enforcement agencies.” 
Hoek does have a criminal history and the no bond ruling was issued after the Attorney General laid out his concerns for 
Hoek as a flight risk and ongoing danger to society. 
Hoek’s preliminary hearing has been set for February 9th at 11 a.m. 
More on the apprehension, the hearing, and the life and impact of Prorok, a husband, father, longtime coach, and law 
enforcement officer, in our next issue. 
A prayer service for Prorok will be held at the Chester Area High School Gym and Funeral Services at the Dakota Prairie 
Playhouse in Madison. More information in Prorok’s obituary on page 2 of this week’s Moody County Enterprise.  

First Degree Murder charge filed in Deputy Sheriff’s death 

 Joseph Gene Hoek, 40 year old from Sioux Falls, is 
shown being taken out of the Moody County 
Courthouse on Monday morning. Hoek was ar-
raigned on a First Degree premediated murder 
charge for the death of Chief Deputy Sheriff Ken 
Prorok. Enterprise photos by Kayla Charles  



Ken Prorok, age 51, of Wentworth, tragically 
passed away in the line of duty on Friday, February 
2, 2024.  Visitation will be from 5:00 until 8:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, February 7, 2024 at the Chester 
Area High School Gymnasium in Chester, SD.  There 
will be a prayer service held at 8:00 p.m. following the visitation.  Funeral services will be 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 8, 2024, 
at Dakota Prairie Playhouse in Madison, SD with burial in Prairie Queen Cemetery at Nunda following the service.  A time of fellow-
ship will begin at 12:00 noon on Thursday until the time of the funeral.  Skroch Funeral Chapel, Flandreau is assisting the family 
with arrangements.  Memorial donations are preferred to the Prorok family to assist with their son, JD's college educa-
tion.  Donations may be made to the JD Prorok Trust at any branch of First Bank & Trust.  Casual attire is requested for the service. 

Kenneth (Ken) Michael Prorok, devoted husband, father and grandfather passed away on Friday, February 2, 2024, while in the line 
of duty as Chief Deputy for the Moody County Sheriff’s Office. Ken was born on June 28, 1972 in Lincoln, Nebraska, to Joe and 
Lorene Prorok. He attended St. Mary’s Catholic Elementary School and graduated from Pius X Catholic High School in 1990. He 
attended University of Nebraska, Midland University and graduated from Dakota State University. Ken played football, soccer and 
baseball at the collegiate level. Ken obtained his Master’s Degree from Phoenix University. In 2003, he married Renee Graff and 
became a stepfather to Brooke Martens and Taylor Martens. Ken and Renee were blessed with Joseph David (JD) in May of 2007. 
Ken coached JD in baseball from t-ball through last season’s baseball team. Ken coached baseball, volleyball, and softball at DSU for 
a number of years. Ken also coached football for ten years at Chester Area School. Coach Prorok had a strong winning record but, 
even more, he continuously made a difference over the years in many players’ lives. Coach Prorok maintained relationships with 
his players after they graduated or moved onto the next chapter of life. He was a strong father figure and role model to so many 
over the years.  

Ken was a great father to all three of the children and a wonderful father figure to many that he coached and influenced over the 
many years. Despite no longer being a coach at the Chester Area School, he continued to be a role model for many of the youth. 
Ken was a devoted husband and father to their three children. He cherished his grandchildren, Hannah and Drew, and they had 
Papa wrapped around their fingers. 

Ken, Renee, and JD traveled all over the United States with JD’s collegiate baseball recruiting. Ken and JD had a very strong bond 
and shared a love for baseball. Coach Prorok’s legacy will last for many years with all of those that he impacted over his many years 
of coaching.  

Ken was Chief Deputy for the Moody County Sheriff’s Office at the time of his death.Ken is survived by his wife, Renee Prorok, 
three children, Brooke Martens (Troy Haman), Taylor Martens (Dawson Rogge), and JD Prorok, granddaughters Hannah and Drew 
Haman, parents Joe and Lorene Prorok, in-laws Bob and Bonnie Graff, two sisters-in-law, Robin Eich (Justin) and Dawn Iverson, 
nieces, Roberta Jo Iverson, Mikayla Iverson, Karmen Iverson, and nephews, Dylan Andersen, Derrick Eich, Connor Eich, and Carson 
Eich.  

Ken was proceeded in death by his grandparents, Victor and Mary Jensen and Joseph and Ann Prorok, and his sister-in-law’s hus-
band, Michael Iverson.  



Dana Red Earth, 71, of Flandreau, SD, passed away on Monday, January 15, 2024 at Avera McKennan Hospital 
in Sioux Falls, SD. An all-night wake service will take place from 11:00AM on Thursday, January 18 to 11:00 AM 
on Friday, January 19, 2024 at Eastman Hall in Flandreau, SD. Cremation will take place on Friday and memori-
al services will take place at 11:00 AM on Saturday, January 20, 2024 also at Eastman Hall with burial to follow 
at First Presbyterian Cemetery in Flandreau, SD.  

Dana was born on January 8th 1953, in Sisseton South Dakota, and grew up in Flandreau with his brothers, 
sisters, and family. Dana worked for C.R Industries in the 1970’s, located in Springfield, South Dakota, while he 
attended college and raised his children.  

Dana had three sons and two daughters; Dana Jr., Tanya, Nathan, Derrick, and Amanda. Dana traveled the 
United States and worked for the Halliburton Co. in the 1980’s, located in Midland Texas, and then worked in 
the drywall and construction industry during the early 1990’s located in Phoenix, Arizona.  

Dana returned to Flandreau in 1992 and has been a vocal part of the community ever since. Dana has been a 
friend, father, and husband. He was kind hearted and showed an unbreakable loyalty to his family and friends. 
Dana will be missed. Let his journey to the spirit world be a peaceful one. 

Grateful for having shared his life are his children, Dana Wrobleski, Pipestone, MN, Tanya Johnson, Big Lake, 
MN, Nathan Red Earth, Flandreau, SD, Derrick Red Earth Sr., Pipestone, MN, and Amanda Red Earth, Big Lake, 
MN; 11 grandchildren; one great-grandchild; siblings, Becky Red Earth, Robin Rederth, John Crow, Melody 
Crow, all of Flandreau, SD, and Darwin Crow of Sioux Falls; and many nieces and nephews.  

 



Looking Back at Maintenance Crew 2019 





On July 16, 2022,  the phone number 988 was launched. Moving to a 3-digit code transformed the 
way Americans reach out for mental health help and support. The FCC selected the 988 number to 
elevate the awareness for mental health crisis response to the same level as calling 911 for other 
emergencies. It’s anticipated that 911 and 988 will quickly become the two most recognized 
and important phone numbers. 

Of course, 988 is more than just an easy to remember number, it’s a direct connection to compassion-
ate and professional support for anyone who might be struggling with emotional distress, experiencing 
suicidal thoughts, or who is concerned about a family or friend with a mental health or substance use 
issue. 

988 is a direct 3-digit line to trained counselors who will open the door to millions of Americans to 
seek the help they need, while sending the message that healing, hope and help is available 24/7 eve-
ry day. 












































