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Casino upgrades completed for relaunch 

 The restaurant at the Royal River Casino and Hotel recently reopened after remodeling, which began just 
after the July 4 holiday was completed. The buffet will have new theme nights. During 
construction, patrons were seated in the Royal Room for meals. The Royal River Casino 
and Hotel underwent a three-year, $30 million renovation and expansion.  
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NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER:  

 In preparation of this newsletter, every effort has 

been made to offer the most current, correct, and 

clearly expressed information possible. Neverthe-

less, inadvertent errors in information may occur. 

In particular but without limiting anything here, the 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (FSST) and its em-

ployees disclaim any responsibility for typograph-

ical errors and accuracy of the information that 

may be contained in the Flandreau Santee Sioux 

Tribe's Newsletter. The FSST also reserves the 

right to make changes at any time without notice.  

 The information in this newsletter have been com-

piled by the FSST Newsletter staff from a variety of 

sources, and are subject to change without notice. 

The FSST makes no warranties or representations 

whatsoever regarding the quality, content, com-

pleteness, or adequacy of such information and 

data. In any situation where the official printed 

publications of the FSST differ from the text con-

tained in this newsletter, the official printed docu-

ments take precedence.  

 If inaccurate or otherwise inappropriate infor-
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submissions if it is felt that the content or subject 
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on disk or via email at:  

marcie.walker@fsst.org 

 The FSST reserves the right to edit submis-

sion for content and clarity when appropriate.  Addi-
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may be delayed for next month newsletter 

A more than $30 million upgrade to the Royal River Casino and Ho-
tel will be celebrated this weekend with a relaunch party that in-
cludes fireworks, prizes and two concerts. 
The casino has spent much of the past three years redoing all areas 
of the facility, including the hotel, gift shop, casino floor and most 
recently, the restaurant, which reopened last week. “The entire 
property has been gone through,” said Tim Morrissey, senior oper-
ations director. “This is a major upgrade. We went through and 
renovated and improved everything from the ground up.” 
In the process, Royal River expanded its casino floor, put in a new 
center bar, added a VIP lounge, painted the building outside, put in 
new landscaping and added two digital signs, one near the casino 
entrance and the other near the corner of Veterans and S.D. High-
way 34. 
The relaunch celebration is Friday through Sunday, with drawings 
each day, ending with the giveaway of a GMC Yukon XLT on Sun-
day. A 7:30 p.m. ribbon cutting Friday will be followed by fireworks 
and a Lonestar concert at 8 p.m. On Saturday, the Eli Young Band 
will perform at 8 p.m. Tickets for both concerts are available online 
or at the casino gift shop.  

The investment, which includes replacing electrical, air handling and 
ventilation systems, “future proofs” the casino for years to come, 
Morrissey said. The building is 22 years old. 
“Other than the exterior four walls of the casino, everything has been 
taken down to the bare stone and rebuilt,” he said. “We’ll continue to 
make capital investments in the property to keep it competitive and 
do our best to remain the entertainment destination for southeast 
South Dakota.” 
With the restaurant remodel, the casino has added a new menu and 
theme nights for its buffet. Mondays are all-American night, while 
Tuesdays are Mexican and Wednesdays are Asian. Thursdays are Ital-
ian night, while Friday’s seafood night and Saturday’s smokehouse 
night stays the same. Sunday brunch will continue, too.  

The expansion and renovation will help the overall Flandreau econ-
omy, too, Morrissey said. “With Royal River and the Flandreau San-
tee Sioux Tribe making this large economic investment in the prop-
erty, our goal is to continue driving our existing guests and new 
guests into Flandreau,” he said. 
Carleen Wild Wilson, president of the Flandreau Development Cor-
poration, said the casino is a huge economic driver in the commu-
nity. 
“It’s vital they do well for the tribe and the community,” she said. 
“We’re internally grateful that they’ve made this reinvestment into 
the hotel, the restaurant, the casino and the convention space, so 
much of what visitors of Flandreau come to the community to use. 
The rest of the community benefits from that.” 
She encouraged local folks to go and check out the newly remod-
eled facility if they haven’t been there in a while. “We all need to 
do what we can across the community to support each other.” 
The casino will continue to hold its summer rodeo and will look at 
other opportunities to sponsor events, he said. The casino employs 
about 265 people.  
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Healthier Lifestyle Challenge 
 Rules 

12 Week Challenge; October 1st, 2019 to December 16th, 2019. 

$10 to participate.  **All monies collected go to winner of Challenge. 

Weekly Activity Log must be submitted to Recreation Coordinator for a new Activity Log to be is-

sued.  

There is 3 ways to earn stickers/stars a week:  

Complete Physical Activity Goal for the week. 

Complete Healthy Eating Goal for the week. 

Participate in a program offered by FSST Recreation. 

Programs included for Healthier Lifestyle Challenge:  

Open Gym 

Bean Bag & Ladder Ball League 

Volleyball 

A Walk Around the Block 

Basketball Leagues 

***Any fitness program that is announced. 

Shake Large Die for #1-6. This is your Weekly Goal of Exercise. 

Hours 

Miles 

Goals must be set prior to starting Activity Log.  

Submit Activity Log to Recreation to start next Activity Log. 

Winner will be announced December 18th, 2019 with prizes awarded. 

Winners will be awarded for: (Tie-Breaker will be with shaking large die.) 

Top 1: All Entry Fee Monies 

Top 15: Stocking Cap; fleece lined with Bear Paw logo stitching 

Top 50: T-Shirt 

***First 50 to turn in their 1st Weekly Activity Log: Travel Exercise Kit 

 Must have determination to make new healthy lifestyle changes & must have fun! 

Good Luck 















Throw Back 2016 Tribal Dinner 

Happy Birthday  

To All  November  

Tribal Members  





New Programs to Assist Survivors of Domestic Violence and/or Sexual Assault 

The Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe received grant funding through the Office of Victims of Crime and has cre-

ated the FSST Victim’s Advocacy Office. The Office is founded on the vision and assurance that every indi-

vidual has the right to be safe, empowered and free from violence and the fear of violence. As a Dakota com-

munity, we will band together to work towards ending the silence of domestic violence. In addition, the office 

aims to reduce related social problems, including child abuse, sexual assault, substance abuse, sexism, racism 

and other forms of oppression. Our office will do this with dignity and respect of victims and survivors, who 

walked this earth before us and those who are walking beside us.   

The tribe was awarded the grant funding from two sources. With this funding new positions will be created 

and modified. At this time, the Victim’s Advocacy Office is able to provide various services in order to direct-

ly serve victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. This Program’s purpose is to advocate and support 

individuals and families in empowering their decision making.  

Other Services include, but not limited to  

Case management 

Transportation 

Emergency shelter 

Referrals for court advocacy 

Referrals for available services in the community or surrounding communities. 

Help creating Safety Plans 

Financial Assistance 

Housing reentry services/costs 

Community Education and Outreach 

One of the most imperative services being provided, is the addition of a crisis counselor/ play therapist. The 

program hired Cynthia Johanson, to provide direct counselling service to the community. Cynthia is Ihanktun-

wan and is the daughter of Patty Johanson, granddaughter of the late Phil Dudley Sr. and Eva (Redwing) 

Dudley. Cynthia currently lives with her long-time companion Kenneth Weston and their three children here in 

Flandreau.  

Cynthia previously worked for the tribe as the Court Services Officer for 10 years. Cynthia graduated from 

SDSU in August of 2019 with her Masters of Science degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling along with 

a specialization in Play Therapy. Cynthia’s experience includes an internship at the SDSU Student Counseling 

Center providing therapy to college students. In addition to the college student internship, Cynthia provided 

Play Therapy for head-start children of the Hunkpati Oyate, in Fort Thompson, SD.  

The Advocacy Office is willing and able to provide services for the community. We look forward to the com-

munity’s support to assist the Office in maintaining the dignity and respect of victims and survivors, who 

walked this earth before us and we encourage all to walk beside us.   

For more information, please call (605)573-4228. 

Pidamayaye! 















Here are some pictures of our Halloween Potluck  at the Clinic. The bread bowl was made by Angie Eastman; the deviled eggs were 
made by Wendy Gilbert; the mini egg roll fingers were made by Dina Garcia; and the awesome skeleton buffet was made by Dr. 
Courtney Keith. (This was a patient who arrived at the Clinic. CPR was attempted, but the patient died, so we ate him.  LOL).  Every-
one enjoyed themselves. There was even an unexpected sighting of Prince. (Annie Garcia). 

Submitted by Julie Stephens 

Senior Center  

FALL FLING 



5 Facts to Know About Veterans Day 

Veterans Day is a well-known American holiday, but there are also a few misconceptions 
about it — like how it’s spelled or whom exactly it celebrates. To clear some of that up, here 
are the important facts you should know.  

Veterans Day does NOT have an apostrophe.  

A lot of people think it’s “Veteran’s Day” or “Veterans’ Day,” but they’re wrong. The holiday is 
not a day that “belongs” to one veteran or multiple veterans, which is what an apostrophe im-
plies. It’s a day for honoring all veterans — so no apostrophe needed.  

Veterans Day is NOT the Same as Memorial Day.  

Memorial Day is a time to remember those who gave their lives for our country, particularly in 
battle or from wounds they suffered in battle. Veterans Day honors all of those who have 
served the country in war or peace — dead or alive — although it’s largely intended to thank 
living veterans for their sacrifices.  

It was originally called Armistice Day, commemorating the end of World War I.  

World War I officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919. How-
ever, the fighting ended about seven months before that when the Allies and Germany put 
into effect an armistice on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month.     

For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918, was largely considered the end of “the war to end all wars” 
and dubbed Armistice Day. In 1926, Congress officially recognized it as the end of the war, and 
in 1938, it became an official holiday, primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of World 
War I.  



But then World War II and the Korean War happened, so on June 1, 1954, at the urging of vet-
erans service organizations, Congress amended the commemoration yet again by changing 
the word “armistice” to “veterans” so the day would honor American veterans of all wars.    

For a while, Veterans Day’s date was changed, too, and it confused everybody.  

Congress signed the Uniform Holiday Bill in 1968 to ensure that a few federal holidays — Vet-
erans Day included — would be celebrated on a Monday. Officials hoped it would spur travel 
and other family activities over a long weekend, which would stimulate the economy.  

For some inexplicable reason, the bill set Veterans Day commemorations for the fourth 
Monday of every October.  

On Oct. 25, 1971, the first Veterans Day under this new bill was held. We’re not sure why it 
took three years to implement, but not surprisingly, there was a lot of confusion about the 
change, and many states were unhappy, choosing to continue to recognize the day as they 
previously had — in Novem- ber.  

Within a few years, it became pretty apparent that most U.S. citizens wanted to celebrate Vet-
erans Day on Nov. 11, since it was a matter of historic and patriotic significance. So on Sept. 
20, 1975, President Gerald Ford signed another law (Public Law 94-97), which returned the 
annual observance to its original date starting in 1978.  

Other countries celebrate it, too, in their own ways.  

World War I was a multinational effort, so it makes sense that our allies also wanted to cele-
brate their veterans on Nov. 11. The name of the day and the types of commemorations differ, 
however.  

Canada and Australia both call Nov. 11 “Remembrance Day.” Canada’s observance is pretty 
similar to our own, except many of its citizens wear red poppy flowers to honor their war 
dead. In Australia, the day is more akin to our Memorial Day.  

Great Britain calls it “Remembrance Day,” too, but observes it on the Sunday closest 

to Nov. 11 with parades, services and two minutes of silence in London to honor those 

who lost their lives in war. 

 









High mile winds damage  

Mart gas canopy and FIS school 

building roof 



Submitted by Linda Allen 






