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Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe Newsletter is a 

monthly publication by the 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe. 

Digital photos or sending other original files is 

encouraged. 

Deadline for submission of material is  

 5 work days before the 15th  of each month 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe 

Attn: Marcie Walker 

P.O. Box 283 

Flandreau, SD 57028 

 or Call: 997-3891 ext. 1251 

marcie.walker@fsst.org 

NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER:  

 In preparation of this newsletter, every effort has 

been made to offer the most current, correct, and 

clearly expressed information possible. Neverthe-

less, inadvertent errors in information may occur. 

In particular but without limiting anything here, 

the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (FSST) and its 

employees disclaim any responsibility for typo-

graphical errors and accuracy of the information 

that may be contained in the Flandreau Santee 

Sioux Tribe's Newsletter. The FSST also reserves 

the right to make changes at any time without 

notice.  

 The information in this newsletter have been 

compiled by the FSST Newsletter staff from a 

variety of sources, and are subject to change 

without notice. The FSST makes no warranties or 

representations whatsoever regarding the quality, 

content, completeness, or adequacy of such in-

formation and data. In any situation where the 

official printed publications of the FSST differ 

from the text contained in this newsletter, the 

official printed documents take precedence.  

 If inaccurate or otherwise inappropriate infor-

mation is brought to our attention, a reasonable 

effort will be made to print a correction in the next 

month newsletter. We reserve the right to omit 

submissions if it is felt that the content or subject 

matter is inappropriate. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES: 

 All information submitted for newsletter must be 

received 5 (five) working days before the 15 of 

each month.  We cannot guarantee inclusion of 

any submissions after that date in that month's 

newsletter. Submissions must be made in type-

written (or computer generated) format. They can 

be submitted directly to Marcie Walker in hard-

copy, on disk or via email at:  

marcie.walker@fsst.org 

 The FSST reserves the right to edit sub-

mission for content and clarity when appropriate.  

Additionally, submissions not of a time sensitive 

nature may be delayed for next month newsletter 

mailto:carol.robertson@fsst.org






The gym at the Wicoicaga Otipi Community Center will be CLOSED 
from 12/28/2018 - 01/05/2019. During this time, the gym floor will be 
resurfaced and will take a week to fully dry. Thank you for your under-

standing and we apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.  

Lavonna Allen 12/13 

Dave Williams 12/14 

Jackie Barse 12/18 

Jason Armstrong 12/22 

Update your address 

with Marcie or Angie 

Happy Birthday Jason on the 22nd 

 from your lil Sister 





Happy Birthday to 

My Sons!!! 

Steven on 12/1 

Buster on 12/20 

Love, Mom 





As one of the oldest cities in South Dakota, there are a number of historic sites dating 
from about 1822 in and around Flandreau. Those marked with an asterisk (*) are on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Take a little time to visit these sites for a 
glimpse of our past. 
  

       Crystal Theater*- 1913 - One of the oldest theaters in South Dakotaoffering 
live performances - 215 E. Second Avenue 

         Early Hospital - 1915 - Served city from 1915 to 1937 - 108 E. First Avenue 

         Few House* - 1899 - 208 E. First Avenue 

         Firehall - 1913 - Displaying 1925 LaFrance Fire Engine - 215 E. Second Ave-
nue 

         First Presbyterian Church with Indian Cemetery - 1871 - Oldest church 
in South Dakota still in operation. Gravesite of Chief Little Crow, Santee Sioux 
patriarch - 1 mile North on Highway 13 

         Flandreau Indian School - 1892 - Government High School for Indian stu-
dents from tribes throughout the country - 1000 N. Crescent Street 

         Japanese Gardens* - 1919 - Dance Pavilion with hardwood floors -
 Flandreau City Park - 1 mile East of Flandreau 

         LaFramboise Fur Trading Post - 1822 - Site located along Big Sioux River, 
east of Golf Course 

         Larchwood Place - 1879 - Pettigrew Home - Second house built in Flandreau 
- 203 E. Broad Avenue 

         Masonic Temple* - 1882 - Original Moody County Court House - 300 
E. Second Avenue. 

         Moody County Court House* - 1914 - Historic murals of early pioneers, In-
dians and homesteaders - 100 E. Pipestone Avenue 

         Morse House - 1873 - First house built in Flandreau, contained Post Office 
and store - 115 N. Crescent Street 

         Pettigrew Barn* -  Period of Significance 1900-1924 - Round barn - 309 E. 
Broad Avenue 

         Philander Prescot Trading Post - 1832 - Site of log cabin 
near Flandreau City Park - across Big Sioux River, north of Sportsmans Club 

         South Dakota Department of Transportation Bridge No. 51-140-078* - 
Period of Significance 1900-1924 - Local road over Big Sioux River 

         St. Mary's Episcopal Church* (aka Flandreau Indian SchoolChapel) -
 North Crescent Street 

         St. Vincent Hotel* - 1897 - Second oldest continually operated hotel 
in South Dakota - 100 N. Wind Street 

         Thatcher Monument - Tribute to Mrs. Joseph Thatcher, a captive of the 
Spirit Lake Massacre, who was drowned in the Big Sioux River - Flandreau City 
Park, 1 mile East of Flandreau 

https://www.cityofflandreau.com/ City Of Flandreau 



The Flandreau Colony 

Indians have inhabited Moody County for thousands of years. The large number of arrowheads, hatchet and hammer-
heads and other Indian artifacts found are evidence of their presence. The burial mounds south of Trent contain Indian 
remains and are evidence that a permanent village endured for a considerable time along the Big Sioux River. 

Indians traversed this prairie and river-bottom land to fish, hunt and trap for furs. Many traded their furs for needed 
items. As early as 1683, French traders searching for rich trapping areas mapped the valley of the Big Sioux. In 1701 a 
trading party in the employ of French explorer Le Sueur visited the Big Bend in the river well known as a favorable 
camping spot to Indians traveling through Dakota. There on a high hill above the river they built a trading post. In 1822 
Joseph La Framboise, a French explorer who had built a trading post on the Missouri at Ft. Pierre, came to the Big Bend 
and built a trading post on the south bank of the Big Bend near the present site of Flandreau. That post operated contin-
uously until 1840. 

The 1851 treaty ceded land from the falls of the Big Sioux to Big Stone Lake. In 1857 the Dakota Land Company laid out 
a town site northeast of the present site on the north bank of the Big Bend. When the Santee families moved from Ne-
braska to take up homesteads they located along the river as far as twenty miles to the north and south of the old town 
site. They called the settlement Riverbend. 

Fifteen families walked from Santee, Nebraska, in March 1869. One woman perished in a snowstorm on the walk to the 
Big Bend. They trapped, hunted and fished. With hoes they began farming. For the next few years they struggled to im-
prove their conditions without government aid. 

 

The first newspaper in Flandreau was the Moody County Enterprise. A.M. Fink began the weekly in june of 1878 with J.H. 
Smith as editor. H.M. Williamson bought it in April 1879. The Flandreau Herald is said to have begun in 1882 as a result of 
a political campaign by the renowned R.F. Pettigrew of Sioux Falls. Dissatisfied that the Enterprise was so critical of his 
campaign to become territorial representative, Pettigrew saw to it that a rival newspaper was launched to give him a 
voice in the political affairs of the county. Pettigrew later withdrew his candidacy at the convention in Bismarck but was 
a prominent political figure in early territorial politics and later was to become a U.S. Senator from South Dakota. 

Flandreau 

 

As indicated, Flandreau has been in different locations and has had different names and spellings since its founding in 
the spring of 1857 by the Dakota Land Company of St. Paul, Minnesota. The company laid out the town site probably on 
the Big Bend of the Big Sioux River several miles east and north of Flandreau's present location. Under pressure from 
Chief Smutty Bear and the Yankton Sioux, the site was abandoned and destroyed after one year. 

The site was name for Charles E. Flandrau, a Sioux agent and territorial judge. Flandrau had been instrumental in secur-
ing the rescue of two captives of Inkpaduta of the Wahpekute tribe after the Spirit Lake massacre in northwestern Iowa. 
Shortly before Flandrau was founded, the Indians had fled over the Big Sioux at Big Bend where one of the captives, 
Mrs. Thatcher, was killed. Friendly Indians rescued the remaining hostages with money raised by Flandrau. He was lat-
er an organizer of the defense of New Ulm, Minnesota, against the Indian uprising in 1862. 

The Indians called the first post office in 1871 River Bend. Its location is uncertain. David Faribault was the first postmas-
ter and was succeeded by Marshall Morse. From January to July 1873 the post office was called West Bend with F.W. 
Pettigrew as postmaster. It was later moved to the new site of Flandreau that had been homesteaded by Pettigrew and 
where the first legal office was located. 

When the new village was platted, the name was spelled Flandreau. In 1880 the townspeople made efforts to omit the "e" 
in accordance with the correct spelling of Judge Flandrau's name. In 1891 the Moody County Enterprise returned to the 
previous spelling with no explanation for changing the name a second time. The Flandreau Herald in 1882 took up and 
continued the spelling of Flandreau, as we know it today. 

Flandreau Continued 



Pipestone Ave.  

Not sure of date this picture was taken. 
St Vincent on Right. Pettigrew home on 

the left.  

Pettigrew home is the family residence 
of the late Richard  and Tribal member  

Marcella Schumacher 

 

In 1869, Charles K. Howard, pioneer businessman from Sioux Falls, opened a trading post with Clark Coats to deal with 
the Indians. Additional white settlers came to join the established colony of Christian Santee homesteaders along the Big 
Sioux. The Indian Presbyterian Church was erected in 1871. In 1873 Marshall Morse established a general store. M.D.L. 
Pettigrew and his family were the first white family to homestead. They settled south of Flandreau. F.W. Pettigrew 
homesteaded much of the land that is now the town of Flandreau. 

Between the years 1869 and 1872, the population of Flandreau doubled. The grasshopper plagues and other difficulties 
slowed its growth for several years, but then the settlement pace quickened. In 1878 Flandreau had three general stores, 
one drug store, one hardware store, two hotels, three real estate offices, one newspaper, one livery, one harness shop, 
two blacksmiths, two saloons, one barber shop and one meat market. It also had a mill, dam and two flour mills. The 
terrible winter of 1880-81 and the resulting spring flooding caused considerable damage to mills and property all along 
the Big Sioux. 

The city of Flandreau was official organized in 1879. Records indicate that it is the oldest town in the county. In the 
same year offers were made by the Southern Minnesota and Black Hills railroads, to build a line to Flandreau. Hopes 
were high that the two lines would extend to Flandreau by winter. It was not until January 1880, however, that the first 
train was run into Flandreau by the Southern Minnesota line of the Milwaukee Railroad. The company continued the 
line to Egan, which was organized in 1881. Egan and the surrounding area made a strong bid for the county seat but 
was defeated in a county election. Flandreau was officially declared the county seat in 1881 and the first county court-
house was erected in 1882. 

The railroad opened up the Dakotas to immigration and replaced boats and wagons as the primary means of travel and 
settlement. Moody County and Flandreau shared in the rapid increase of population during the Dakota Boom of the 
1880's. Population growth was not spectacular but in 1913 Flandreau could boast of over 50 places of business. Included 
were three banks, two weekly newspapers, two wagon shops, the government Indian school (the Riggs Institute), an 
opera house, moving picture shows, eight churches, water power, electric lights, two hotels, a flour mill, creamery, 
foundry and automobile garages. 

The first newspaper in Flandreau was the Moody County Enterprise. A.M. Fink began the weekly in june of 1878 with J.H. 
Smith as editor. H.M. Williamson bought it in April 1879. The Flandreau Herald is said to have begun in 1882 as a result 
of a political campaign by the renowned R.F. Pettigrew of Sioux Falls. Dissatisfied that the Enterprise was so critical of 
his campaign to become territorial representative, Pettigrew saw to it that a rival newspaper was launched to give him a 
voice in the political affairs of the county. Pettigrew later withdrew his candidacy at the convention in Bismarck but was 
a prominent political figure in early territorial politics and later was to become a U.S. Senator from South Dakota. 

Flandreau Continued 

















Jackie Bird does a hoop dance for students in kindergarten through 12th grade at Flandreau. Her grand-
daughter, Rayanna Bird, 11, dances in her fancy shawl regalia. 

With energetic sounds of Native American song and rhythmic dancing feet, Jackie Bird showed the students 
in the Flandreau School District a traditional hoop dance. 
While the dance uses symbols of elements and directions to connect with the earth, Bird made a connection 
with the students while wearing traditional regalia and working with colored hoops.  
“The symbol of the hoop dance is all nations working together for unity, world peace and global healing,” she 
said. 
Bird, from Bushnell and a Flandreau Indian School graduate, shared her Native American heritage through 
dance and music with students in kindergarten through 12th grade on Friday. She was invited by the school’s 
First Nations Club, which organized the event, and was sponsored through a grant from the Flandreau Santee 
Sioux Tribe. 
In one song, she told the story of the Dakota woman standing brave. In another, sung by her son Gordon Bird 
II of Flandreau, she shared a song she wrote about leftover food shared with all. Her daughter Randi Bird and 
granddaughter Rayanna Bird, 11, also danced at the event. 
Jackie Bird said she wants to inspire students to use their gifts. “I give all that I am in life to bring great mes-
sages. Whatever their gift is, it’s inspirational,” she said. 
Student Jevan Moran helped Bird with her hoop dance, using green hoops to symbolize a hawk. Soon friends 
Taryn Ukestine and David Allen joined him as they ran around the hoop dancing in the role of birds. 
Diego Serrano, a junior and member of the First Nations Club, said he liked how Bird’s dancing provided a 
role model and showed artistry through dance. “It will bring more awareness to kids about Native American 
culture,” he said. 
Trinity Redday, a sophomore and a fancy shawl dancer, said she helped work on the program as part of the 
First Nations Club, a group of about 25 students. The group also provided samples of fry bread and wojapi, a 
berry sauce, to all students in the school as part of the heritage week and also sponsored a coloring contest 
and wore ribbon skirts to school for one day. 
“I like that it showed other people that are not Native American, our culture and our ways and our celebra-
tions,” she said. “I think they really enjoyed it.”  
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Chief Financial Officer 

Open : 11/26/2018    -  Until Filled 

Summary: 

The Chief Financial Officer is responsible for all aspects of accounting and financial investments and manage-

ment; the annual audit process, cash flow management, budgeting and forecasting, banking and long term debt 

management and supervision of accounting and finance staff.  The organization includes a governmental seg-

ment and an enterprise segment.  Additional responsibilities include managing financial requirements of 

grants and contracts, and annual budgeting for governmental departments, and fiscal responsibilities of enter-

prise operations, and commercial real estate properties.  Candidates should have an understanding of the 

GASB 34 requirements. This position will also provide oversight of financing activities including banking 

relationships, loan management, future bond financing, budgeting, projections and pension plan management.  

FLSA Status:  Full Time - Exempt      

Salary:  ($85,548-$100,000) 

Minimum Qualifications: 

A. The ideal candidate will have a four-year degree in accounting or finance, CPA plus, 5+ years of progres-

sively responsible experience in an accounting environment with direct experience or exposure to gov-

ernmental (enterprise) accounting and familiarity with Governmental Accounting and Auditing Stand-

ards, 3+ years of experience with personnel management, ability to communicate effectively, both writ-

ten and verbal. Additionally, qualified candidates must have strong computer skills including a preferred 

accounting software program(s), be a self-starter and work autonomously.  A history of working with 

Tribal governments or non-profit entities in this capacity is a requirement. 

B. Additional experience as outlined above may be substituted for the education on a year for year basis to a 

maximum of three years. 

Direct questions to Tribal Human Resources Department 605-997-3891 or email Kiya.Esquivel@fsst.org. 

Must submit to a background check and pre-employment drug and alcohol screening. 

Applications are available at the FSST Tribal Office or apply online at www.santeesioux.com 

May attach resume to Tribal Application. 

Preference in filing vacancies is given to qualified Indian candidates in accordance with Indian Preference Act of 1934 (Title 25, 

USC, Section 472). Verification must be submitted with the application if claiming Indian Preference. Consideration will be given 

to non-Indian applicants in the absence of qualified Indian Preference eligible. 





Happy First Birthday  

Hendrix Soward!  

Love you  

bigger than the sky!  

Grandma Gayle &  

Big Brother Ashton 

Ashton & his dad  Adam Soward 

working on  Gingerbread house 

at his dad’s house in Idaho.  

WAY TO GO! Ashton and Adam. 




