
Writes her way to a scholarship 
Rachel Eastman won a national scholarship for a 
portfolio of her writing from the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers. She plans to attend Hunter College 
in New York City.  

Flandreau senior Rachel Eastman has won a national 
scholarship for her writing, the second time the high 
schooler has been recognized for her talent. 
Eastman was named a silver medalist with distinction in 
the Scholastic Writing Awards by the Alliance for Young 
Artists & Writers. She is one of 30 students recognized 
nationally and received a $1,000 scholarship for her 
effort. 
Eastman was chosen from a portfolio of her work, that 
included seven pieces of work, including six short stories 
in the genre of mystery, sci-fi, drama and thriller. 

More than 80,000 students submitted nearly 230,000 works of art and writing to the contest. 
Eastman, 18, said she writes at least three times a week and gets her ideas through life expe-
riences. 
“I see something in real life and get inspired. I go off that with my imagination and creativity,” 
she said. 
As a sophomore, Eastman also was rewarded for her writing skills by win-
ning a silver medal nationally for the Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards for 
her fiction novel, “The Daniel Project.” 
She first was recognized at the state level with a Gold Key before advancing 
to the national competition among teens in grades 7-12 in 29 categories. 
 

April-  Maga’Okada Wi - (Moon of Geese) Geese have returned 

and built their nest, lining their nests with soft down feathers. 
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Her teacher at Flandreau High School, Jamie Fryslie, said 
Eastman has grown as a writer and is taking more risks 
with her stories. 
“As a sophomore, Rachel was interested in writing novel-
length fiction that seemed to be greatly influenced by her 
own life experiences. This year, Rachel’s portfolio included 
a great variety of writing, almost all in short story form,” 
Fryslie said. 
Eastman also works on her skills. 
“Rachel is the most prolific student writer I have ever 
worked with. She understands that good writing comes 
from practice,” Fryslie said. “All of your writing won’t be 
good, but the more you work that writing muscle, the 
better of a writer you will become; this is a hard concept 
for many students to understand. But Rachel makes time 
to write.” 
Eastman, who was a remote learner 
her senior year, also has completed all 
of her coursework in order to graduate 
in May. She is one of two students who 
completed early. 
Eastman also works as a server at her 
uncle’s downtown café, the Hunkake Café. 
She plans to attend Hunter College in New York City, a pub-
lic school where she will major in English literature and 
possibly secondary education. 
But her first goal is to be a professional writer someday. 
She recently got a tattoo of a manual typewriter to cele-
brate her love of writing. 
“I would like to be a professional writer at least by the time 
I’m 30. If I would have to get a second job, I would like to 

mailto:carol.robertson@fsst.org




The number of COVID-19 cases in Moody County went up by three in the last week to 626 as of Saturday. 
The number of people who have been hospitalized also increased by one person to a total of 51. 
Typical Monday numbers after a holiday weekend were not available by press time. 
That leaves 605 people who have recovered and four active cases in the county. A total of 17 people have 
died in the last year, and there have been 1,827 negative tests. 
The county’s vaccination numbers have climbed to 968 people who have gotten two doses of the vaccine. 
That number doesn’t include people who have gotten shots through the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe be-
cause those doses come from the federal government. 
An additional 633 people have gotten their first shot for a total of 2,569 vaccinations given in the county to 
1,601 people.  



The engineers art to the right shows one proposal for removing the cur-
rent dam. This would affect water levels.  

Historic dam faces changes 

Removal will lower upstream water, cause faster flow downstream 

The history of the Flandreau dam dates back to 1881 when a grist mill needed the power of water to operate. 
That first dam was wooden and in 1946 was replaced with a new concrete dam that still controls the Big Sioux River today. 
But the lifespan of the bridge may be coming to an end, as city officials look at ways to eliminate the dam in an effort to make it 
safer and open up additional recreation on the river, they say. 
But first, the city needs buy-in from other government agencies, the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe and local residents on an estimat-
ed $1.5 million plan to remove the historic structure. A low estimate is $1.28 million, while a high estimate is $1.96 million. 
“This conversation is going to continue, and we hope to have public engagement with us as we move forward with a decision,” 
Mayor Dan Sutton said at a March 15 online city council meeting with Barr Engineering. The public meeting was attended by several 
residents, the county council and engineers through a Zoom call. 
“The over goal is to try to create safer recreational opportunities for the general public to utilize that area,” Sutton said. “No deci-
sions are near being made on that.” 
Barr’s design as presented to the council is a starting point.  

“It’s a much broader conversation yet, but we have to start somewhere,” Sutton said. 
The firm’s plan calls for complete removal of the dam, which has been called a death trap for anyone who falls in the water and gets 
caught in its hydraulic roll. Instead of the dam, the river would have four J-hooks, constructed out of filter rock, riprap and boulders, 
between the dam site and the Crescent Street bridge, which also is planned for removal. 
The fate of the dam is a discussion that has been going on for at least six years, but the plans are finally being designed by engineers, 
who had to wait until water levels were low enough to survey the area. 
The plan, one of five the city chose to see as a 30-percent design, will not only imprve safety but will create more fish habitat and an 
exciting area for paddlers, said Ron Koth with Bar Engineering. 
The removal of the dam under the proposed plan would not only lower the water level at the dam site dramatically but would lower 
water levels in the city park and at the golf course by several feet, at times, the proposal showed. Water at the dam would be about 
9 feet lower. 
“The lowering will be noticeable,” Tom MacDonald, with Barr, said. 
Anglers are attracted to that area now because fish congregate below the dam. Paddlers use the area too and portage around the 
dam. 
“When the dam is removed, the river will be flowing a little bit faster,” he said. “We feel it would be prudent to protect the lower 
parts of the riverbank. The upper banks that are well covered with trees, we would leave them alone.” 
The drop in water levels at the park and golf course concern Alderman Brad Bjerke. While it might make it less likely to flood, it could 
take away from recreation by compromising the flow of the river there. 
“There’s extreme angst on what fishing will be compared to what it is now,” he said. “There are a lot of children with the campers 
down there that fish that. That’s part of the fishing that probably shouldn’t be overlooked.” 
The city council has the restoration of the area around the dam on its priority list of Capital Improvement Projects. The tribe also is 
working on what could be put in place once the Crescent Street Bridge is removed. 
The biggest questions at the dam are how to make it safe while preserving recreation, how much the project will cost and whether 
the city and any partnering agencies can afford it, Sutton said.  
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Colman’s new business park is getting a Dollar Gen-
eral variety store this year. 
The company, based in Tennessee, has agreed to 
build along Highway 34 near the east end of Hillcrest 
Industrial Park. It is the second business within the 
last year to locate there. Premier Drive Thru Storage 
build late last year, offering 10 drive-thru storage 
units for larger vehicles, such as RVs. 
Dollar General will break ground the first part of May 
and intends to be open in September, said Colman 

Mayor Gloria Van Duyn. 
“It will be such an asset to our community. It’s going to give outside people another place to 
stop in Colman to see what we have to offer,” she said. Colman gets traffic from people head-
ed to Lake Madison and Lake Herman, giving the option for travelers to stop and pick up 
something they need. The community also has a campground, golf course and swimming pool 
that bring people to town in the summer. 
In addition, the store will be helpful to older people in the community who don’t want to 
leave town to shop, she said. “This will have such a huge variety. It will be such a good thing 
for our senior citizens. They won’t have to go out of Colman to get toilet paper and some of 
the essentials that you need.” 
Colman has a lumberyard with a hardware store in its industrial park that offers some general 
items for shoppers and has 34 Stop, a convenience store. 
The new store also will offer local jobs, Van Duyn said. 
Dollar General has more than 16,000 stores nationwide, including stores in nearby Flandreau 
and Dell Rapids. The store sells some groceries, snacks and beverages; cleaning supplies and 
household items; clothing; toys; cards and party supplies; décor; seasonal items; baby basics, 
and health and beauty. Merchandise is sold for various prices, depending on the product. 
In the past year, Colman has grown rapidly with new houses going up. The community is 
working on opening up a new housing development area because all of the current lots are 
sold. 
“We’re working on the next phase on that. Hopefully, we have that ready to go this year yet,” 
Van Duyn said. “We’re moving forward, and a lot of good things are happening.”  

Dollar General Coming to Colman 


