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Canwapa Gi Wi  (September)- the month the leaves 

begin to turn color 

Moody County coronavirus numbers have increased enough that the county has substantial community 
spread, according to the South Dakota Department of Health. 
Latest numbers show there are 63 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the county, as of Monday noon. That is an 
increase from 47 in the past 10 days. Of the 63 cases, 50 are considered no longer contagious, which doesn’t 
mean the people no longer have symptoms. An additional 787 people have tested negative. 
So far, since state government has started keeping numbers, four people in the county have been hospital-
ized and no one has died. The county’s move into the “substantial community spread” category is different 
than it was previously classified because there are more than 50 cases confirmed. 
Both school districts have had cases of COVID-19 in their buildings, but it has not caused school to be called 
off. Colman-Egan did suspend sports contests for a while, rescheduling one game for this Friday..  

County is seeing spread of COVID-19 
 

Flandreau has had four positive cases in its school, including a middle school student, a high school student, 
a high school staff member and an elementary staff member, said Superintendent Rick Weber. Both stu-
dents, who were in isolation, have recovered, while the staff members remain in isolation. 
The school is making plans for its homecoming, which will be celebrated Sept. 21-25 in a modified format 
compared to other years. The theme for Homecoming 2020 is “One for the Books,” playing off of the unusu-
al times during a global pandemic and state of emergency. 
South Dakota has had one of the highest number of cases per capita in the nation. As of Monday, the state 
had 163 new cases for the day, bringing the total number of cases to 16,638. So far, 184 people have died, 
and 110 are now hospitalized. But 14,118 people have recovered, leaving 2,499 active cases.  
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NOTICE OF DISCLAIMER:  

 In preparation of this newsletter, every effort has 

been made to offer the most current, correct, and 

clearly expressed information possible. Neverthe-

less, inadvertent errors in information may occur. 

In particular but without limiting anything here, the 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (FSST) and its em-

ployees disclaim any responsibility for typograph-

ical errors and accuracy of the information that 

may be contained in the Flandreau Santee Sioux 

Tribe's Newsletter. The FSST also reserves the 

right to make changes at any time without notice.  

 The information in this newsletter have been com-

piled by the FSST Newsletter staff from a variety of 

sources, and are subject to change without notice. 

The FSST makes no warranties or representations 

whatsoever regarding the quality, content, com-

pleteness, or adequacy of such information and 

data. In any situation where the official printed 

publications of the FSST differ from the text con-

tained in this newsletter, the official printed docu-

ments take precedence.  

 If inaccurate or otherwise inappropriate infor-

mation is brought to our attention, a reasonable 

effort will be made to print a correction in the next 

month newsletter. We reserve the right to omit 

submissions if it is felt that the content or subject 

matter is inappropriate. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES: 

 All information submitted for newsletter must be 

received 5 (five) working days before the 15 of 

each month.  We cannot guarantee inclusion of 

any submissions after that date in that month's 

newsletter. Submissions must be made in typewrit-

ten (or computer generated) format. They can be 

submitted directly to Marcie Walker in hardcopy, 

on disk or via email at:  

marcie.walker@fsst.org 

 The FSST reserves the right to edit submis-

sion for content and clarity when appropriate.  Addi-

tionally, submissions not of a time sensitive nature 

may be delayed for next month newsletter 

Happy Birthday Gayle on Sept 20 

mailto:carol.robertson@fsst.org




Nicole “Kola Beans” Rose Nelson (Lange), 42, of Flandreau, SD, passed away on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 22, 2020 at Avera McKennan Hospital in Sioux Falls, SD. Nicole was born in Flandreau, SD 
on March 24, 1978 to Gregg Nelson and Brenda Crow. She grew up in Flandreau, attending school 
at both Flandreau Public School and in Dell Rapids. At age 19, she met Lloyd Lange and they com-
mitted their lives to one another. Together, they had two daughters, Amber and Ashley. Nicole 
worked as a housekeeper for many years at the Royal River Casino in Flandreau. A couple of her 
favorite jobs include working as a clerk at Prairie Junction and The Mart because of her extraverted 
personality and love of people. Nicole also worked as a receptionist for the Flandreau Santee Sioux 
Tribe of which she was an enrolled member. 

Nicole loved fishing, camping, and cheering on her Minnesota Vikings. She had a creative spirit and 
could often be found pouring herself into her drawings, paintings, and crafts. She will be remem-
bered by her family for her big smile, contagious laugh, and kindness. 

Nicole is survived by her husband, Lloyd Lange, Flandreau; two daughters, Amber Rose Lange 
(significant other, Christopher Miller), Sioux Falls, and Ashley Ann Lange (significant other, Cameron 
Schipper), Volga, SD; brother, Skye Lynn Nelson, Sioux Falls; sister, Meryl Jeanne Nelson (Fiancé, 
Daren Stambach), Bruce, SD; step-mother, Laura Hinrichs, Flandreau; cousin, Zach Crow; and one 
grandchild on the way. She is also survived by numerous aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Gregg Nelson and Brenda Crow, her grandparents: Bet-
ty and Walter Bach, Mickey Nelson; Grandma and Grandpa Duck, and many other extended rela-
tives. 

Funeral services will be held at 1:00 pm on Saturday, September 26, 2020 at Eastman Hall, Flan-
dreau. An all night wake will begin 5:00 pm Thursday and will continue until the funeral service with 
a prayer service on Friday night, beginning at 5:00 pm. 

Nicole Rose Nelson (Lange)  

March 24, 1978 - September 22, 2020  









 

 Notice of Availability  

Flandreau Santee Sioux  

Agricultural Leasing Programmatic Environmental Assessment  

The United States Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is planning to continue the current agricultural leasing process (i.e., the 
granting and administration of agricultural leases), pursuant to 25 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 162 Subpart B, 
whether performed by the BIA or the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe (Tribe), on trust lands associated with the Tribe in 
South Dakota.  

A programmatic environmental assessment (PEA) determined that implementation of the agency’s preferred alterna-
tive, the Proposed Action, in which the BIA would approve the continued implementation of BIA’s current agricultural 
leasing process (i.e., the granting and administration of agricultural leases) pursuant to 25 CFR Part 162 Subpart B, on 
trust lands associated with the Tribe in South Dakota will have no significant impact on the quality of the human envi-
ronment. Under this preferred alternative, agricultural leasing would continue uninterrupted using all existing proce-
dures, plans, and stipulations and would incorporate provisions and requirements of the Tribe’s agricultural resource 
management plan once it becomes available. An environmental impact statement will not be required. Contact the BIA 
Great Plains Regional Office at (605) 226-7343 for more information and/or copies of the PEA and the Finding of No Sig-
nificant Impact (FONSI).  

The FONSI is only a finding on environmental impacts – it is not a decision to proceed with an action and cannot be ap-
pealed.  









Theodore "Teddy" Taylor  

December 20, 1998 - September 14, 2020  

Teddy is survived by his parents; five siblings, Zac Caulfield, MT; Nathan and Levi Taylor, Minne-
apolis; Tiffany and Terissa Taylor, both of Flandreau; grandparents, Robert Cramer, Milbank; Betty 
Cramer and Ceedy Johnson, both of Pipestone; two uncles, Brian Cramer, Sioux Falls; Matt 
(Kellie) Taylor, Flandreau; and cousin Cole. Teddy was preceded in death by his brother Toby, 
Grandpa Myron “Butch” Taylor, cousin Caitlyn Taylor and uncle Lee Taylor. 

Funeral services will be 1:00 pm Monday, September 21, 2020 at the Wicoicaga Otipi Community 
Center, Flandreau, with burial in the First Presbyterian Cemetery. An all-night wake will begin 7:00 
pm Friday at the community center with wake services every evening. There will be a 3:00 pm 
Catholic scripture service on Sunday. 

Theodore J. ”Teddy” Taylor, age 21, of Corona, SD, formerly of Flandreau, SD, passed away Monday, Septem-
ber 14th 2020 at the Avera Milbank Hospital.  Teddy was born December 20, 1998 in Sioux Falls, SD, to Nicho-
las Taylor and Becky Cramer.  He was baptized and confirmed at St. Simon & Jude Catholic Church in Flan-
dreau.  Teddy graduated from Flandreau Public School in 2017 where he was a member of the wrestling, 
football, and basketball teams.  He participated in 4-H and Boy Scouts where he installed a toddler park for 
his Eagle Scout award.  A highlight of his school years was playing on a basketball team in Australia in 
2016.  Teddy attended Minnesota West in Worthington, MN for a short time where he had been recruited to 
play basketball.  He then moved to Jackson, MN where he worked at T-Care, a truck repair shop.  Teddy re-
turned to Flandreau for a time and worked for the DOT before moving to Milbank in the fall of 2018 to work 
at Twin Valley Tire.  It is in Milbank where he met his special friend, Tracy Rush, whom he called his “Little 
Miss Tudy” and with whom he enjoyed spending much of his time.  Teddy was a caretaker at heart especially 
towards his siblings whom he loved to tease and spoil.  He enjoyed fishing, hunting, playing darts, involve-
ment in Enduro car races, riding motorcycles, snowmobiling, and rebuilding cars.  His current project was re-
storing a 1974 Oldsmobile 442.  Teddy also had a passion for all things football: cheering for the Green Bay 
Packers, playing, coaching Pee-wee football, and participating as a student coach after an injury.  He loved 
playing baseball and played on a co-ed softball team with his cousins.  Teddy was quite the charmer and 
loved to tell his Grandma Betty that she smelled like roses when he wanted something. He spent a lot of time 
with his grandpa “Butch” cruising in the side car “picking up chicks”, learning traditions, and pipe carving.  His 
favorite thing to annoy his mother was to tap her shoulder while continually repeating “mom, mom, 
mom”.  Teddy and his dad loved working on cars together and his quirky smile would always give away when 
he/they were up to something. He was always one to acknowledge you and his face would light up when he 
saw you. The bear hugs Teddy was known for will be missed beyond belief.  





John Billyboy  

December 19, 1981 - September 13, 2020  

John Billyboy, 38, of Flandreau, passed away Sunday, September 13, 2020. John was 
born December 19, 1981 at Flandreau to Jason Armstrong and Cindy Billyboy. He at-
tended Flandreau Indian School before working at Larson Manufacturing in Brookings, 
SD. John then began working at Royal River Casino as a cook; which was a passion 
of his. He enjoyed bowling, watching his favorite NFL teams, the Cowboys and the Ea-
gles, and spending time with his family.  

John was an avid racing enthusiast and a third generation race car driver.  He loved all 
of his nieces and nephews, and will be remembered as a happy go-lucky person with 
a great sense of humor who was always polite and gentle with a big heart. 

John is survived by his parents Jason Armstrong and Leah Parsons, Flandreau, and 
Cindy Billyboy, Hayward, WI; his siblings: Rosemary Crow, Montana Armstrong, and 
Dylon Armstrong, all of Flandreau; his significant other, Leslie Hurley and step-
daughter, Lainey, Flandreau; his aunts, Neldie Montoya and Betty Armstrong, both of 
Flandreau; his uncle Robert Armstrong, Flandreau; and his numerous cousins, nieces, 
nephews and extended family. He is preceded in death by his infant daughter, Se-
crets; his sister, Elizabeth Armstrong; grandparents: John and Fannie Armstrong and 
Virginia Billyboy; and his aunt, Paula Armstrong. 

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 am on Friday, September 18, 2020, at Eastman 
Hall in Flandreau. Visitation will be 7:00 to 9:00 pm on Thursday, September 17, 2020 
at Eastman Hall with a prayer service starting at 7:30 pm. 



Lauren "Chipper" Leroy Herrick, Jr.  

October 13, 1957 - September 26, 2020  

Lauren “Chipper” Leroy Herrick Jr., age 62, passed away peacefully September 26, 2020 at his 
home with his family by his side. He was born October 13, 1957, in Flandreau, SD, to Lauren Herrick 
Sr. and Nancy Robertson. Lauren attended high school at Flandreau and got his GED. He joined the 
United States Marine Corps and served from 1975 to 1977 as a rifle marksman. Lauren had four 
children with Verzella (Jones): Tanya, Larry, April and Ashley. In 1998, he married the love of his 
life, Sherry Haaf, and the two of them lived in Flandreau; buying a house that Lauren considered 
“main street living”. Lauren worked at Woods Welding for many years as a welder. He also worked 
for the Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe; mostly in the Commodities Department, but he also helped in 
other departments as well as served on many committees. Lauren was dedicated to his wife, chil-
dren, and grandchildren. He had passions for fishing, Harleys, and wood working; enjoyed tinkering 
with engines and cars; and spending time at the casinos. He also had a love for animals; a trait he 
passed down to his children. 

Lauren is survived by his wife, Sherry; four children Tanya (Philip) Andersen and Larry Herrick, both 
of Flandreau, April (Shaun) Herrick, of Trent, SD, and Ashley (Mark) Janovec of Crosby, TX; his 
mother, Nancy Herrick; his two sisters Laureen (Brian) Herrick, of Brandon, SD and Laura Herrick, of 
Flandreau; his brother James Herrick of Sioux Falls, SD; 12 grandchildren; one great-grandchild; 
and several nieces and nephews. He is also survived by his brother-in-law Duane (Marsha) Haaf, of 
Webster, WI; his sister-in-law Gwen (Gary) Hanold, of Blaine, MN; two nephews Dean Haaf, of 
Mahtomedi, MN and Douglas Haaf, of Aitkin, MN. Lauren was preceded in death by his Father, Lau-
ren Sr.; his brother Larry; and his uncles and aunts. 

Funeral services will be 1:00 pm on Tuesday, September 29, 2020 at the Wicoicaga Otipi Communi-
ty Center, Flandreau. Military rites will be provided by the Kelley-Porter American Legion Post #70 
and the Gordon Weston Indian Veterans Post. Private family interment will take place at a later date. 
An all night wake service will begin at 7:00 pm Monday at the Community Center with the visitation 
open to public beginning at 6:00 pm. Services will be livestreamed on www.skrochfuneralchapel.com 

http://www.skroch/


REMINDER: 

TO ALL FLANDREAU SANTEE SIOUX TRIBAL 

MEMBERS WHOM RECEIVE GENERAL 

 WELFARE ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS. 

Semi annual Confirmation of Residency is due, must 

be Submitted to the FSST Tribal Office by   

November 1, 2020 

“NO EXTENSIONS-NO EXCEPTIONS” 

Failure to submit completed  

Confirmation of Residency on time will result in loss of  

QUALIFIED TRIBAL MEMBER Status and you will no 

longer receive GWA payments. 

All forms are available at FSST Office & have been mailed  to you, 

upon completion please submit to  

Marcie Walker FSST Membership Services  during 

regular business hours 

Mon-Thurs 8:00am-5:00pm Fri 7:30am-4:00pm 

Thank You for your prompt compliance– GWA Committee 









September 10 



"With a toxic person, once a conversation isn’t going their way or they’re 
afraid of others finding out the truth about them, they escape fault through 

the use of slander. Toxic people are sore losers. When they are obviously 
wrong they jump in front of the truth before you ever get the opportunity to 
speak it. This is their way of 'saving their reputation.' They don't care what 
kind of lies they have to tell about you to make sure they're in front of the 

truth. It is tempting to get out there and want to do all you can to correct the 
lies being told, but it's not worth your effort. The best thing you can do 
against a person who is set to slander you is to drop the rope and let them. 
Anyone who believes a toxic person is not your person. The one thing you 

can trust in life is the truth. Be silent against the slander. Show no concern 
for what is being said. Why? Because you have the truth. The truth is like 
cream in coffee; it will always rise to the surface." 






